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Brethren, It has been a fantastic year so far! Thank you all for the support!  
I hope this newsletter finds all of you and your families well! 

Our lodge has been very active this year with degree work and is finding momen-
tum getting back to pre-covid activities. We have performed 13 degrees so far 
this year. Brothers Gabriel Vanek, Gerald Gibson, and Travis Wendt being the 
most recently raised Master Masons. Congratulations Brothers! We continue to 
have numerous EAs and FCs actively working on their proficiency, as well. Our 
study club attendance continues to be strong this year. Come join us every Mon-
day at 6pm to brush up on your ritual knowledge or to help coach others. 

The plea to pack the lodge for the Grand Masterôs official visit was heard. It was 
unbelievable having 58 in attendance that evening. With M:.W:. Robert 
McClartyôs masonic education on the Rough and Smooth Ashlars, and me having 
the honor of presenting Kevin Purser and Brett Bartel their aprons and bibles, it 
was truly an auspicious occasion. To borrow the famous words from W:. Warren 

óDocô Rensner ñIt was an Epic Night in Masonry!ò 

The lodge was well represented at both the Area 4 Schools of Instruction with nine attending in Ark City and eleven 
attending in Newton. Our commitment to ritual proficiency continues to shine. With half the year remaining we are 
well on our way to earn the Grand Lodgeôs Trice-Robison Award, AGAIN. Keep up the good work, brothers! 

The lodge has been committed to óTravelingô this year, stamping our Masonic Passports at five lodges to date. Our trav-
els have taken us to Fred Douglas #99, Latham #401 , McPherson #142, Climax Lodge #411, and witnessed an out-
standing 3rd degree put on by our brothers at Hope Lodge #155 in Howard, KS. If you have never attended degree 
work at Hope Lodge, you are missing out. 
 
July 26th is our annual Tanganyika Zoo Event so make sure you RSVP to our Junior Warden and reserve your tickets. 
Admission is free for Albert Pike members and their families this includes 5 Free feeding stations for you to enjoy. The 
typical cost of this is over $40. You should take advantage of your lodge membership and enjoy this fantastic zoo. The 
Animal Ambassadors will be providing interaction with four of the following animals Sloth, Llama, Boa, Sugar Glider, 
Penguin, or Hedgehog. This will be our third year at Tanganyika and is always a great experience.  

We are well short of this yearôs goal selling raffle tickets for the KMF 66ô Chevelle. We need everyoneôs support with 
selling tickets so we can continue to support local charities including Pass-It-On Outdoor Mentors, Kansas Honor 
Flight, St. Baldric Foundation, and Paxtonôs Blessing Boxes. Donôt forget we will have the Chevelle at Davis-Moore 
Chevrolet in late September and then at óBig Als Conservation Bashô at Cessna Activity Center on September 30. 
Come out and join us to raise money for a good cause. 

Brothers, it is the Officersô Mission to ensure a quality experience at every lodge meeting and function. We are always 
looking for feedback and ways to improve. If you have suggestions, please contact a lodge officer. 
Please find time to attend lodge functions. Come be the reason Albert Pike Lodge #303 is successful! 
You, my brothers, are what makes Albert Pike Lodge great! 

Look forward to continuing a Great year!  

W:. Garth Bloom 

GREETINGS FROM THE EAST! 
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WORDS FROM THE  WEST 

 
 
Tidings from the West,  
 
And just like that the year is halfway done, it certainly hasnôt slowed any but what a 
fun couple of months weôve had at Albert Pike. Plenty of degree work with more to 
come (keep an eye on your email), visits from our DDGM, and an excellent evening 
with our Grand Master as well as a  little fun and fellowship at the Wind surge base-
ball game. If youôre experiencing FOMO (fear of missing out) donôt worry weôve got 
plenty more left for the back half of the year including our Tanganyika event and a 
family picnic at OJ Watson Park among other things.  
Today I would like to share with you something thatôs been on my mind for the last 
couple of weeks. Over the Fatherôs Day weekend, my family was in Kansas City to 
celebrate and when they asked me what Iôd like to do I said ñLetôs go visit a Brother 
Mason ''. I got quite the scowl from my wife but quickly explained my mistimed 
joke. You see just a few miles east of KC is a hidden gem, the presidential library of 

the 33rd president of the United States, Brother Harry S. Truman. Now if you have never visited before you should do 
yourself a favor and check it out (I'm not just saying that as a history teacher). They spend a bit of space discussing 
Trumanôs masonic ties and as I reflected on the things he experienced and the decisions he made through the lens of 
masonic ideals and lessons I discovered a whole new admiration for our Brother Harry. However, for all the wonderful 
work of the historians and docents that made the experience great, it was still Brother Harry himself who affected me 
most profoundly. As you exit the far end of the museum you pass through the gardens with the eternal flame and the 
final resting place for Harry and Bess you can enter into President Trumanôs post-presidential office. You see where 
most modern former presidents cash in by writing books and charging enormous sums for speaking events Brother Har-
ry returned to private life in Missouri overseeing the construction of the library and went to work there in his office, 
sometimes even giving tours. On the outside of his office, he is quoted as saying ñThe truth is all I want for historyò 
which struck me as a history teacher both for its simplicity and its nuance but it was the quote on the wall inside his 
office where I experienced a moment of synchronicity that stopped me in my tracks. If youôve never heard of the term 
synchronicity it is the idea of simultaneous occurrences of events that appear related but have no causal connection.  

You see the summer is often a time for teachers to relax, recharge and not think about school and learning; but 
over the last few weeks, Iôve been spending some time catching up on podcasts both masonic and non-masonic. Within 
the 48 hours preceding our visit, three separate podcasts discussed the importance of reading and what you are reading 
to grow and build yourself. Coincidence right?  I mean 6 months of podcasts are bound to have some overlap, right? 
But as I entered Trumanôs office these words displayed four feet high and six feet wide, painted in bright white letters 
halted me and caught in my throat as I read them: 

 
 ñReaders of good books, particularly books of biography and history, are preparing themselves for 
leadership. Not all readers become leaders, but all leaders must be readers.ò 
 

You see Brothers, as Freemasons whether we recognize it 
or not we are leaders in this world. In big ways and small, 
obvious and subtle, in settings formal and informal WE are 
leaders. So I ask you, my Brothers, what are you reading to 
prepare yourself to become the leaders our community and 
world desperately need? There are plenty of best-of lists 
both Masonic and non-Masoic but we donôt need to start 
with Morals and Dogma or Esoterika; our ritual is a great 
place to start. There are several great Masonic blogs and 
podcasts that have archives too. So I ask again Brothers, 
What are you reading? 

 
Curtis Redus, SW 
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ñMy, how the year is proceeding rapidlyò! It seems like 
just yesterday we were conducting 
installation of officers and now it appears we are half-
way through the year. The excitement and 
anticipation that you felt at the beginning of this year 
will no doubt carry through to the end of 
the year and beyond. Albert Pike Lodge No. 303 contin-
ues to lead the jurisdiction in many 
categories; the greatest of which in my opinion is enthu-
siasm. Enthusiasm in ritualistic 
competence, enthusiasm in fellowship, and enthusiasm 

in activities both internal and external 
distinguish the members of Albert Pike Lodge in a manner that is easily noticeable. 
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unityé That state-
ment and the words that follow captures the essence of Freemasonry. It is a basis for brother-
hood and without its impact most efforts fail and the vision shrivels and dies. That is the rea-
son we should all be as vigilant while at refreshment as we are at labor. Our conduct while at 
refreshment ways heavily upon the ease with which our labors are wrought when called back 
from refreshment to labor. 
Before every stated meeting, a dinner is prepared for the benefit of the brothers. At this  
dinner, you are encouraged to be present and even bring along family, friends, and prospects. 
As you may already know, this dinner is more than just a period set aside for sustenance to 
the body. It is an opportunity to fellowship, meet, greet, and engage in conversations that pro-
mote friendship, morality, and brotherly love to members while giving non-members a 
chance to discover the beauty of the fraternity in real life and living color. It would be glori-
ous to see a consistent assembly of brothers at these dinners engaged in conversation and ce-
menting bonds not so Easily strained. The potential rewards of such participation in the din-
ner before stated would be great for both the membership and those who work to prepare the 
meals. 
Our lodge has had many social events since the beginning of the year. That trend continues 
for the second half of the year. I draw your attention to a few upcoming events that might be 
of interest to you. On July 26th we will visit Tanganyika Zoo as a group in the evening. This 
opportunity is open to your families as well. On August 23rd the lodge will host a table lodge. 
September 9th will be the Guild Meeting (formerly Leadership Academy) in Salina, KS and 
September 10th will be the annual cookout at OJ Watson Park. More information will be 
distributed on all activities in the very near future. These activities and others like them are 
the cement that binds us one to the other. We hope to see everyone at some or all of these 
events. Remember that the lodge is not the building we occupy or the meetings we hold alt-
hough we often refer to those as ñlodgeò but rather the lodge is the assembly of the members 
intent on doing good 
 
Chad Thomas, JW 

WORDS FROM THE SOUTH 
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The Grand Masters Visit! 

On April 26th we had an official visit from MW:. Robert McClarty! We had 58 

brothers in attendance! He  expressed how impressed he was with  

W:. Bloomôs bible presentation. He said ñPike continues to do incredible stuff we 

know it, other lodges know it and I know it, Keep doing what youôre doing  

brothers.ô He then thanked us for being a rock solid lodge. 
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 August, 23rd  Wednesday 

Tiled Table Lodge 

Dinner @ 6:00 PM 

Speaker will be  

Grand Senior Warden of Kansas 

Derik Hockett 

Tiled Table Lodge! 

SECRETARYô SHOUT OUT  

Greetings from the Secretary! 

Our lodge has finally found itôs new normal after Covid changed everything 

the last few years and I wanted to remind everyone of a few things. First Iôve 

added a few QR codes that you can scan with your phone to help you con-

nect with the lodge easier. The first is a code in the lower left corner for Our 

Lodge Page. This will take you to the login page and after you get signed in 

you will be able to see communications from our lodge and Grand lodge. On 

the lower left you will find a code that will take you to a private Facebook 

page called ñ303ò and you should be able to ask to join and we can approve 

but this is only open to Albert Pike Mason. Finally with all the new petitions 

we have been receiving remember that when you turn in a petition they need 

to have the $100 initiation fee and the background check with the petition 

before we are allowed to receive it. Also I know in the past we have always 

said ñto be one ask oneò but if you know a man who would make a great ma-

son remember  it is ok to ask them if they have ever considered joining. Itôs 

time we start having that conversation with good 

men. Iôm not say go out and recruit but its time we 

get that conversation going because we have missed 

out on too many great men because they didn't know 

they needed to ask first. 

 

Fraternally, Chris Collins PM 
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Family day at Tanganyika Zoo! 

Please join us July 26th! 

Free admission for Pike members and their families! 

Gate Opens - 5:30 PM, Tanganyika Wildlife Park  

Burgers/Hotdogs ï Donation Requested  

Open to Members, Ladies, Guests & Area Wide Masons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us September 10th  
 Lodge Cookout and Social @ O.J. Watson Park 

Dinner @ 1:00 PM  

Open to Members, Ladies, Guests 

Family Night at the park! 
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Family day at the Wind Surge Baseball Game! 

The Bang and Boil 2023!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


