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GREETINGS FROM THE EAST!

Brethren!

It is with great honor that I now greet you from the cast! I apologize that this newsletter has not been
sent out sooner, but I wanted to wait until we had a few things figured out. First, I would like to
announce to everyone that we are back to meeting at the Shrine building at 1" and Topeka! We have

also been given permission to continue our degree work on all three degrees!

Our lodge has been remarkably busy since January and has accomplished so much and have so much

more planned. January 7" our lodge decided to have a three-week fundraiser using the KMF car raffle

for a local charity helping homeless veterans called Passageways. It was a long three weeks for all our
brothers who volunteered but in the end we managed to raise $25,000 for our local heroes! I would like to personally thank every
brother that came out to help with this but more especially I would like to thank Big Al with Davis-Moore. He was able to get us
permission to sell tickets at Davis-Moore and he even made T.V. commercials promoting our event at no cost to our lodge. Pictures

of this event are on page (5)

Our next big event would normally be at Sedgwick county park but this year we have moved it to the Tanganyika Zoo! We have
rented Tanganyika June 23 after hours. From 5:30pm to 8:30pm the whole Zoo is ours. Admission is free to all masons and their
guests. Additionally, you will receive five free feeding tokens. This will give you and your family the opportunity to feed the lemurs
on lemur island, the Giraffes, and their birds. We will also have four of their ambassador animals for us to pet or take pictures with!

We plan on having a Warthog, Penguin, porcupine, and their awesome SLOTH! This is a great event for your kids or Grandkids!
We will still have an event at Sedgwick County Park on the 4™ Wednesday in July just as we have done in the past.

Brethren, my plan for this year is to give every brother the experience he hoped he would get when he joined. Some
brothers were wanting to do more in the community. So, this year we are doing that! Some brothers were wanting more esoteric

study, so we have been working on doing a better job at presenting Masonic

Education at our meetings. Others were hoping to have an opportunity to

network with quality brothers. This has always been part of our lodges W H AT ’ S I N S I D E

experience but the only way to achieve this is to be present at lodge to get to

know the new brothers as they come in and to put yourself out there. I have
seen many brothers get jobs or move up in the field they were in because of Words from the East (1)

the connection they made in lodge. T always heard when I joined that “you get Words from the West (3)
out of masonry what you put into it” This is a true statement the best way to
gain anything from masonry is to be at lodge to make our lodge what you Words from the South (2)
want it to be because everyone has the power to add value. Secretary’s Shout Out (4)

Continued on pg 3 Activities and Pictures (5)
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WORDS FROM THE SOUTH

Greeting from the South!

What an exciting time in Kansas Masonry!! per M:.W:. Stoops it is time to
get back to work! Albert Pike did just that on March 27th by conferring the
2nd Degree for Brothers Robert Wood, Tim Kelly, and Gabe Hughes with the
Grand Master himself in attendance! Congratulations Brothers! It was great
to finally see Brothers Robert Wood and Tim Kelley receive their 2nd de-
grees! With only allowing First Degree work last year their Entered Appren-
tice status has lasted well over a year. Their commitment to learning while la-
boring among us as Entered Apprentices has led to the development of the
two most knowledgeable EAs the lodge has ever seen. In addition to easily
passing the long form proficiency both have participated in ritual work for multiple First Degrees.
We look forward to all three receiving the 3rd Degree in the very near future.

As we get back to performing degree work it has been a struggle filling the seats so make sure to re-
spond to Monty when he sends the card out. If you are not receiving the emails regarding degree
work please let Monty know and he will add you to the distribution list.

It is time to knock the dust off the cipher and get back to executing highly proficient degree work as
Pike’s tradition. Just a reminder our study club is alive and active so please come join us at Midian
every Monday at 6pm to work on your B-Card or floor work.

With our sights set on yet another Trice-Robison Award we need everyone to keep pushing for
proficiency and Ritualistic Awards. A lodge can also obtain points for the Trice-Robison by attend-
ing a Grand Lodge School of Instruction event. Pike’s (District 4c) school of instruction is tentatively
scheduled for October 9th at North Star Lodge. This gives you plenty of notice to attend. Get this on
your schedule now so you can be there in October. We need to overrun the class with Albert Pike
Members, Officers, and Past Masters. Keep in mind there are many other Schools of Instruction
throughout the year so if you cannot make this one please make plans to attend one of the others. A
list of dates and locations can be found on the Grand Lodge website. W:. Chris has scheduled the
Tanganyika Zoo event this June so make sure you get that marked on your calendar; it will be a fan-
tastic event! We are always looking for ideas for social gathering and events so please come to lodge
and share your ideas.

It is exciting to announce that we are planning an Albert Pike at Riverfront Stadium event. Tailgat-
ing and watching a Wind Surge ballgame in their new stadium should be a great time. We are work-
ing to solidify the date/time so keep an eye out for the details.

Come join us at lodge or any one of our gatherings!

Gath Bloom, JW

Reminder to all, if you are not using the Our Lodge Page (OLP) app, you are missing out.
Download the OLP app now to take advantage of the many features which includes the ability to pay
your dues online.

Study Club Every Monday at 6 PM At the Shrine
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WORDS FROM THE WEST

= The first quarter of 2021 started off fast and furious. We had a great time

| showing and selling tickets for the KMF Car Raffle at Davis-Moore. A Big

i Shout out to Big Al and the Davis-Moore dealership for being host for three
1 weeks. And if you haven’t heard Albert Pike presented Passageways with a

Roadster Thunderbird, only 455 were produced. You should have received
your ticket packet in March. If you haven’t or you have already sold yours,
you are in luck, I have a supply, reach out and I will get them to you. Awe-
some news since Grand Lodge, we are able to resume labor on 2nd and 3rd
degrees in Lodge. We have a back log of degree work to catch up on. I want to
challenge all brothers to pick a Part of degree work/lectures and study it, attend study club on Mon-
day’s. Thus enabling you to pitch in and help those in waiting to have a great Masonic experience.
There is no greater bond of fellowship than mentoring a candidate/brother that you had a hand in pre-
forming degree work as they progresses up the stairs.

I’m looking forward to a 2021 with the fellowship that is experienced in and out of Lodge.
Fraternally,

Mowtg Loomls, SW
316-573-6299

Car raffle Tickets!

Please don’t forget to try to buy or sell all the car raffle tickets the Kansas Masonic Foundation has
sent you in the mail or call or text us and we can send you more. Our lodge has been using this mon-
ey for charitable things in our community!

So far this year we were able to use this money to give the $25,000 to passageways for homeless
veterans. This is an easy way to help our lodge do more.

WORDS FROM THE EAST (continued from page 1)

It is my mission that every member is proud to be part of our lodge! If you are not
proud, we need your help! We are doing great things brothers, but we can always do
better! Growing up I always heard the phrase that the sky is the limit but brothers our
lodge has made it to the sky, but we can see the boot prints on the moon. Its time for

Pike to reach for the stars! Good enough is no longer good enough!

W:. Chrls Colling
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SECRETARY’ SHOUT OUT

Greetings from the desk of the secretary, my Brethren. A short introduction for those who
are new or haven’t been around for a while. I was born and grew up here in Wichita. I am
40 years old. I’ve worked as an aircraft mechanic for the past 20 years. | am married, cele-
brating 15 years this year, and have 3 young children; 2 girls and a boy, ages 14, 13 and
11. My middle daughter has special needs and brings her own unique blessings and chal-
lenges. In 2010 I was raised as a Master Mason. I also became a Midian Shriner in 2012. I
began my journey on the officer line at Albert Pike Lodge No. 303 in 2012, serving as
Master of our Lodge in 2018. I served as a District Deputy Grand Master for the Grand
Lodge of Kansas for 2019 and 2020. Afterwards, taking a bit of a break sounded like a
great idea, and our long time Secretary W:. Bro. Jim Craig agreed, so much so that he re-
tired as our Secretary at the end of 2020. I was asked if | was interested in the job, and after a great deal of introspec-
tion, I was left with the realization that nobody was up for the task of replacing Jimee, especially me; however, as a
Mason our labors are never finished, and I stepped into the role. It’s been quite the undertaking. Fortunately for the
Craft, after a bit of a rough start and steep learning curve on my part (I’'m better at working with my hands than work-
ing on computers), we brought on Mary Bloom as an Assistant Secretary to help out with some of the day to day cleri-
cal work. For any Lodge, this job is a mighty big challenge, but with a Lodge our size the amount of work is exponen-
tial. I found it easy to feel overwhelmed, like a second full time job. I really feel like we took for granted the amount of
work Jimee did for us. Over the past couple of months, Mary’s contributions have been invaluable. I am so grateful.

The future is looking very promising. There will be many changes in the coming decade. Our officers have big plans
for our growth, and improving the experience of every member from the newest Entered Apprentice to the 65 year
member. If you’ve been to a meeting lately, we’ve adopted using a consent agenda to reduce the time spent reading
past business and paying our bills so we can have more time to focus on refining our rough ashlars. The masonic edu-
cation the past couple years has been top notch. If you haven’t been in a while you really should come and see the im-
provements for yourself. One big change on the side of communication that we will start implementing this year would
be that Albert Pike Lodge No. 303 is going paperless! Well, as paperless as absolutely possible. You may still get the
occasional letter in the mail like special invitations and correspondence, and dues cards will continue to be mailed out,
but the average day to day communication will be going electronic. It’s time we step into the new millennium. There
are so many ways that we can contact and communicate with the officers of our Lodge. Email is one of the best free
tools we can use, and a tool that nearly everyone has access to. The old email to reach the Secretary is being
left behind. It will continue to be monitored occasionally for a short time, but it is limited and outdated. If
you need to reach the Secretary by email, send it to pikesecretary303@gmail.com and either Mary or I will
get back to you promptly. Do keep in mind that Mary has access to the email too, so keep it business related.
There are other ways to get ahold of me if it’s a more sensitive matter. Lastly, our email list for our members
1s very much out of date and in dire need of attention. Now that you’ve got the new secretary email address,
do try it out by sending me your name and email address so we can begin updating our database. Thank you
Brethren, and see you all very soon,

JOHN GRACY, PM
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Pictures From our Fundraiser

Danny Collins, WM
¥ Chris Collins, f
Monty Loomis and
| Big Al along with
| the owner of the
food truck Troy
Evens

-
Our lodge presenting the $25,000 to Passageways a charity for homeless veterans. From left to right
(Casey Weibel, Doug Charier, Big Al, Garth Bloom, Jon McConnell, Russel Clemons, Susan

Moellinger, Jennifer Garrison, Monty Loomis, WM Chris Collins, Danny Collins, John Gracy, Jim
Ralston, Russ Brown)

ALBERT PIKE ACTIVITIES

Stated Communication & Masonic Education 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 7:00 PM
Official DDGM Visit April 28th 7:00 PM
Degree Day At Midian May 1st 9:00 AM
Family day at Tanganyika June 23rd 6:30 PM
Sedgwick County Park Outing July 28th 6:00 PM
School of Instruction (North Star lodge) October 2nd 8:00 AM
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ALBERT PIKE OFFICERS (2021)
Monty LOOMIS. .....oiuiiiiiiiiiii e Senior Warden
Garth Bloom............oooiii i, Junior Warden
W:. Warren “Doc” Rensner, PM..............ooooiiinnn. Treasurer
Wi James A Craig, PM........cooiiiiiiiiie Secretary
Kevin Conn......cooviiiiiii e Chaplain
CurtiS Redus.........ooviii i, Senior Deacon
Chad Thomas..........c..ooiiiiiii e i Junior Deacon
Matt COOK. ..ot e Senior Steward
Chris Hebberd...........oooiii e, Junior Steward
Casey Weibel........ooiiiiiiiiiiii e Tyler
WOl'Shipflll Master W-:. Jim Ralston, PM. ..o, Senior Trustee
. . W:. Russ B PM ., Trust
Chris Collins 1SS Browi, rustee
M:. W:. Bob Talbott, PM..............oiiiiiin, Trustee




