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I would hope that every Mason endowed with the vital spark could correctly 

fill that blank.  The word may be utilized as a noun or a verb, but I can’t help 

but see and hear it as an action transitive verb in this situation. 

To be frank, I feel bad for members of our Fraternity who are comfortable 

claiming the title “Freemason” only to strut and fret their time on the stage of terrestrial life aside from 

Lodge.  Why do I feel so?  I would offer the personal experience of leaving some Stated meetings 

wondering why I bothered to attend and others where I knew I was more informed and better enabled.  

Sometimes the content was lacking.  Other times the problem was my failure to show up focused and 

amenable to improving myself.  My cumulative experience….. improved! 

Striving for more than a spectator event has afforded us several opportunities to explore and learn in the 

setting of tiled meetings despite the sometimes crippling challenges of 2020.  We’re only in the third 

quarter.  Waiting for the clock to just run out in no way guarantees a more recognizable and comfortable 

2021.  Seize this day, Brothers.  Find and prioritize time to 

attend Lodge regularly.  It is anything but a selfish pursuit.  

Do it for you and those that depend on you. 

You’re gonna like the way you grow.  I guarantee it ;) 

Fraternally yours,………….W:. Dr. Joe Beck 
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WORDS FROM THE  WEST 

This year has been rough for everyone, but do not forget our Lodge and Grand Lodge is here for anybody 

who needs help! The Kansas Masonic Foundation has started a new program that is there to help brothers 

who are in financial need because of COVID. The new program is called the Almoner’s Fund. The program 

will provide up to $250 per Mason in need. This program can be accessed either from the Kansas Masonic 

Foundation website www.KansasMasonic.Foundation or by calling the KMF Offices (785-357-7646). This 

program is completely anonymous with only KMF, Lodge Master and Secretary aware of the request.  

 

Perhaps it is not financial help you need but maybe someone to talk to or maybe you don’t feel safe going in 

public to get your groceries. Either way your Brothers are here for you! We have too 

many members to reach out to one on one, so we need you to contact us if you need 

help.  Please don’t hesitate to call me or the Junior Warden any time because we are 

here for you.  

(316)200-5291 

 

Fraternally yours,………….W:. Chris Collins, SW 

 

MASONIC FUN FACTS 

 When Brothers Richard E. Byrd and Bernt Balchen  first flew over the North and South 
Poles, they dropped a Masonic flag on each Pole.   Then, in the 1933 expedition, Broth-
er Balchen tossed his Shrine Fez on the North Pole.  

 In 1892 the world’s tallest building @ 210 feet, was the Masonic Temple at Randolph 
and State Streets in Chicago with 14  floors and 1037 rooms.  

 In 1952, eighty-nine percent of the U.S. Supreme Court Justices were Freemasons.  

 The highest Masonic Lodge  on earth is Roof of the World Lodge No.1094, located  in 
Oroya, Peru.  Its elevation  is 14,167 feet  

 The highest Masonic Lodge in the United States is  Corinthian Lodge No.35  located 
in Leadville, Colorado. Its elevation is 10,152 feet  

 The Lowest Lodge in the United States is Winnedumah Lodge No. 287 of Bishop, 
CA. It occasionally hold meetings  in Death Valley at 270 feet below sea level.  
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Brothers….I hope that this article finds you and your family in good health.  In my 

first article I focused on my Masonic family history. Today, I want you to think back 

in our Masonic history.  In 1918, the world was at war and fighting an influenza pan-

demic.  Lodges supported their members and their families offering help where need-

ed.  

We have our immediate families, our extended families.  Then we as Masons have 

our Masonic Families.   

I encourage you to reach out to other brothers, check on their wellbeing.  Having the 

number of members that Albert Pike has, there are some that have fallen out of touch.   

 

We may not be able to do degree work as this time.  But we are able to meet, have fellowship and keep the 

craft alive.  Currently Albert Pike is meeting at the Midian Shrine Center on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays.  I 

invite you to join us for a meal at 6pm, then the meeting at 7pm. 

 

I want each of you to know, that even though I may not know you personally, my prayers are with you. 

 

Fraternally,……………………...Monty Loomis, JW 

WORDS FROM THE SOUTH 

We hope this finds each of you well.  I’m sure that most of you already know that we have 

closed the Albert Pike #303 office, temporally.  Our Secretary is working remotely from home 

and continues to do the necessary task.   

Many of you have already heard that Jimee plans to retire as Secretary at the end of the year. 

We had hoped to have a detailed description of duties and begin the search for our new office 

staff by mid-year. However, with all the uncertainty of our present situation we have paused 

that process until we better understand how things might look going forward. So, as they used 

to say “Stay tuned for further information coming soon”. 

WORDS FROM THE TRUSTEES 
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Stated Communication      Sept 23   7:00 PM 

 Masonic Ed—”Change My Mind” panel 

 

Stated Communication      Oct 14   7:00 PM 

 Masonic Ed—”Rit Dye #14”  

 

Past Masters’ Night      Oct 28   6:00 PM 

 

Stated Communication      Nov 11   7:00 PM 

 Masonic Ed—”Show me” 

 

Stated Communication      Dec 8    7:00 PM 

 Election of Officers 

ALBERT PIKE ACTIVITIES 

If you want to stay up-to-date with the calendar, the Albert Pike Facebook page 

is very active.  If you are a paid member and would like access to the closed/

private 3O3 page, please let one of the senior officers know. 

The first known speculative Freemason to be initiated is either Sir Robert Moray in 1641 or 

Elias Ashmole in 1646, depending on who you are talking to and where it took 

place.  Arguably it was Sir Robert Moray who was the first to be initiated on English soil, 

when considering purely speculative Freemasonry,  on Scottish soil there were quite a few be-

fore either of them.  

DID YOU KNOW? 
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SECRETARY’ SHOUT OUT 

By-by, So-Long, Chow, Audios, See-ya, “MIKE 
DROP”!                                                 

Brothers, this is the 27th and last “Shout Out” you will receive from me! 
After nine years as your Secretary, I have chosen to consider my obligations ful-
filled and will leave these duties to another to take to task. Thank you from the bot-
tom of my butt (it’s bigger than my heart!) for the opportunity you all have extend-
ed to me to fulfill a dream assignment. Sorry for the bad joke, but I’m still me and 
this article is too hard to write without some joviality.  But it is time….I’m not get-
ting any younger and the deadlines, special events, the numerous regular tasks and 
inquiries that require my time and more and more mental acuity than  my weary 
brain is able to handle comfortably any longer necessitates my departure. For 50 
years I have been a constant in Masonry, almost never missing a meeting, be it Stated or Special for degree 
work!  

I have witnessed Albert Pike almost from her pinnacle, and was with our lodge when the title of 
“World’s Largest Masonic Lodge” was changed to “Kansas’s Largest Masonic Lodge” yet our countenance 
changed not. We are so much more than numbers….we were given and  became the caretakers of what I be-
lieve to be the greatest legacy of American Freemasonry…. “ALBERT PIKE LODGE NO. 303! Those Al-
bert Pike Masons in unheard of Wichita Kansas, built that which has been admired around the world for its 
size, and its dedication to the ideals of this greatest of fraternities demonstrated by faultless ritual even when 
raising as many as 500 plus Master Masons in just one year! In fact during 1944 and 1945 Albert Pike Raised 
an average of over 530/year! And there were no “classes” in those days and not even “multiple” de-
grees….one at a time! Brothers, that is over 1,590 individual degrees in each year! If we worked every single 
day of the year, including Saturday and Sundays, we would have conferred over 4 degrees every single day! 
And don’t forget the lectures! 

I am sorry that my last year as your secretary will be remembered as “the year that almost wasn’t”. 
We started off in January Raising 3 brothers: Darren Moore, Chris Robertson, Taylor Reynolds and on Febru-
ary 26th,  initiating 5 of 6 candidates in waiting with Candidate John Hill unable to make that date, he knew 
he would have to wait a bit….well that “bit” has turned into 7 months and still counting! Those five, Zachary 
Gonsalves, Maurice D. Bruenger II, Garrett M. Morris, Robert A. Wood, and Timmy L. Kelly, who have re-
ceived their first degree, have also been stuck in time waiting for degree work to resume! February 26th was 
our last meeting at our Hall in the Kansas Masonic Home which we had to leave out of concern of the resi-
dents venerability to contracting Covid during the pandemic. Moving the office computers to my home to 
carry on the business side of our lodge has been far less than optimal for me.  But I’m still getting it done.  As 
I think back, I still must thank W:. Sheldon Lawrence (Treasurer at the time) and W:. Scott Kailer (former 
Secretary) for their help in getting me started and Sheldon again for days, and weeks, and months, and years 
keeping me out of clerical trouble!!! Thanks to the Craft, who constantly gave me the proverbial “pat on the 
back” and words of gratitude and encouragement through these years.  Special thanks for W:. Warren “Doc” 
Rensner for believing enough in me to first appoint me and for each Master since then for continuing to ex-
press their faith in me to continue to appoint me. To Steve Idleman and more recently Monty Loomis for get-
ting me out of computer trouble again and again!! And to the craft, again, for each year, saying yes by secret 
ballot to keep me as their Secretary! Brethren, sorry for the length of this “Shout Out” but this is my last 
chance to communicate with you all in this manner! May T G A O T U be with you always! Jimee Craig 

Still at your service,     

W:. Jimee Craig, 50 Year Member 



        Contact us at the lodge office (316) 269-7851         or         visit us @ www.AlbertPike303.org                               6 

 

 

ALBERT PIKE OFFICERS (2020) 

Worshipful Master 

Dr. Joe Beck 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Wichita, KS 

Permit #923 

Albert Pike Lodge No. 303 A.F.&A.M 

402 S. Martinson St. 

Wichita, Kansas 67213-3998 

 

Address Service Requested. 

W:. Chris Collins...……….……………..…….……..….Senior Warden 

Monty Loomis…………………………………………...Junior Warden 

W:. Warren “Doc” Rensner, PM…...….…….………………..Treasurer 

W:. James A Craig, PM……….…….………………...………Secretary 

W:. Jim Ralston………………….…………………....……….Chaplain 

Garth Bloom...………………..…….…………...……….Senior Deacon 

Curtis Redus......…..………….….……………..………...Junior Deacon 

W:. Chad Thomas....………..……………….…...……..Senior Steward 

Matt Cook....…...………………………………………..Junior Steward 

Chaz Clough..……….………..……….……..………………..…..Tyler 

W:. Jim Ralston, PM…………………………………….Senior Trustee 

W:. Russ Brown, PM…………………………………………....Trustee 

MW:. Bob Talbott, PM…………...……………………………..Trustee 

Gillard Cohen…………………………………….….Chaplain Emeritus 

W:. Doug Chartier, PM……………………………….…..Line Advisor 


