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GREETINGS FROM THE EAST!

Brethren:

First and foremost, I hope this finds you well! The abrupt and unwelcome change
in our routines is certainly a set up for physiologic stress not favoring health.

At this point in 2020 we expected to have been recharged by Grand Lodge and our
planned Masonic Ed. We would have initiated, passed, and raised new Brothers.
We would have pushed hard to catalyze the momentum launched in Q1 with the
defined goals of Q2 clearly in our sights. We would have enjoyed opportunities to
make ourselves better without the impediment of “social distancing”.

I suggest we consider this for what it is; a season that will, at some point,
conclude. Let’s shine a bright light on the situation. We won’t be credited for
time served but we remain in charge of the basics. We can easily come out of this forced hibernation worse
for the wear or we can identify and seize opportunities to make ourselves better men.

What working tools do we have available?

At this juncture my plan is to continue publishing weekly interviews with your Line Officers and Brothers
with particular experience pertinent to current life. Know I am open to requests and recommendations.

Set the Craft to work?

Mentors and their Charges should correspond frequently if not daily. Committees should correspond and
work via virtual meetings.

Every Mason should find and budget time to work on proficiency both for self improvement and dedication
to the Craft.

Your Line is locked and loaded to assist you as needed. We WHAT’S INSIDE
have no interest in letting our product decay.

More light is coming.
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WORDS FROM THE WEST

This year has not gone the way we planned but we won’t let this bring us down! Even though we were not
able to meet during this time, it’s important that we still communicate, so we have started a text thread on an
app called “GroupMe” if you would like to be added download the app and then text me at (316)200-5291.

It’s also very important that we keep studying our ritual! We might not be able to do degree work for a while,
but we still have many brothers in waiting to finish their Masonic journey and we owe it to them to come
back to lodge proficient! I know we have a bunch of brothers out there stuck at home bored, use this time at
home to study and improve yourself in masonry! Let’s see how many B cards we can get before the end of

the year and those who already have a B card strive for an A card. Let’s show Kan-

sas that Pike doesn’t take a break from masonry just because we can’t meet! We are
taking this opportunity to improve ourselves so when we can meet, we don’t have to
waste our time “freshening up” our ritual work. We will come out of the gates
stronger than ever ready to impress every new candidate with the best Masonic ex-

perience anyone could ask for. #PikeProud

Fraternally yours,............. W:. Chris Collins, SW

A MASON LOSES A BET AND NEW YORK GAINS ‘

Paul Boynton, during the 1832 political campaign, lived in Vermont. Those were dark days for the Craft. An-
drew Jackson, a past Grand Master of Tennessee, was the candidate for the Presidency against William Wirt,
a Mason running on the Anti-Masonic ticket. Brother Boynton was a devoted Freemason and did not recant
or hide his association with the Craft while the storm was brewing and many members deserted. He made an
election vow that if Vermont went for Wirt he would move "out west". In those days "out west" meant St.
Lawrence Country, New York, to New Englanders.

When Wirt won in Vermont (the only state in which he won), Brother Boynton kept his word and moved. At
the end of an eighty day journey on horseback, Brother Boynton settled down in Canton New York. He
swapped his horse for a watch and a gun shop. He became the best gunsmith in the area and his gun stocks
are now collector's items. He invented many things, such as eight day clocks and a pedometer. In 1835 he
built what is now known as The Royal Arch House, located at 12 Pine Street, as a constant reminder to friend
and foe alike, that he was a mason. Emblems familiar to the Royal Arch Mason are on the front of the build-
ing. It is said that he dug his own grave and made his own marker, except for the date. He died on July 13,
1851.
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WORDS FROM THE SOUTH |

I hope this finds all my fellow brothers healthy and well. Prayers to any and all that
are hit by the fallout of the Covid-19 Virus.

The first quarter of 2020 started off fast and furious. We had a great showing and |
support at the Car show where we sold 270+ tickets for the KMF Car Raffle. We
enjoyed several social gatherings with Pike Nights and Date Nights. Then finishing
up with March, which was supposed to come “in like a lion and out like a lamb,” but
we find ourselves in a Stay at Home Quarantine.

When we’re able to resume labor at Lodge, we will have a lot of degree work to
catch up on. I want to challenge all brothers, during this time in quarantine, to pick a
Part and study it. That when the storm passes, enabling you to pitch in and help
those in waiting to have a great Masonic experience. And just maybe, find yourself maturing in your own
Masonic journey. From the Tyler to the Deacons, to the Wardens then to the Worshipful Master. Before
you know it, you‘ll soon be suitable proficient for an “B” or “A” card exam. There is no greater bond of fel-
lowship than mentoring a candidate/brother that you had a hand in obtaining his petition, then assisting in the
degree work as he progresses up the stairs.

You all should have a copy of some form of a cypher. There is a current “Manual of Floor Movements”
accesses able on the Grand Lodge web site, https://www.kansasmason.org. Log into the Member Area, then
select “References, Manuals and Forms”, then scroll down to the Ritualistic section. If you have never
logged in, follow the instructions on the website. If you need help in deciphering, please feel free to call ei-
ther of the Wardens, if we are unable to assist you in “Your” Masonic Journey we can point you in the right
direction.

I want to wrap this up by saying, I have duly and truly missed the fellowship that I experience in and out of
Lodge, and look forward to resuming our labors and refreshments soon.

Fraternally,....................o.. Monty Loomis, JW

WORDS FROM THE TRUSTEES

We hope this finds each of you well. I’'m sure that most of you already know that we have
closed the Albert Pike #303 office, temporally. Our Secretary is working remotely from home
and continues to do the necessary task.

Many of you have already heard that Jimee plans to retire as Secretary at the end of the year.
We had hoped to have a detailed description of duties and begin the search for our new office
staff by mid-year. However, with all the uncertainty of our present situation we have paused
that process until we better understand how things might look going forward. So, as they used
to say “Stay tuned for further information coming soon”.
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ALBERT PIKE ACTIVITIES

Stated Communication May 27 7:00 PM
Masonic Ed—"Change My Mind” panel

Pike Night June 2 TBD

Stated Communication June 10 7:00 PM

Stated Communication July 8 7:00 PM
Masonic Ed—"Masonic Star Chamber”

Pike Night July 14 TBD

Mass Quantity Consumption (Brothers & Prospects) July 22 TBD

Pike Night August 4 TBD

Stated Communication August 12 7:00 PM
Masonic Ed—"Tyler’s Glock”

Pike Night September 1 TBD

Stated Communication September 9 7:00 PM

Masonic Ed—"Ties in Lodge”

DID YOU KNOW?

A BIT OF JOHN HANCOCK

John Hancock was a member of St. Andrew's Lodge, Boston, Massachusetts. He was the first
person to sign the Declaration of Independence. He wrote in a bold flourishing style. When
asked why his signature was so large, he replied: "So that George I1I may read it without put-

ting on his spectacles."

If you want to stay up-to-date with the calendar, the Albert Pike Facebook page
is very active. If you are a paid member and would like access to the closed/
private 303 page, please let one of the senior officers know.
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SECRETARY’ SHOUT OUT

My Brothers, I am sitting at home writing this “Shout Out” for this newsletter as |
had to vacate our office at the KMH building until the threat of infection ends for
us and the residents of the Home. The last weeks of this first quarter of 2020 were
and are, as of this writing, been a hard pill to swallow for me, us, and our nation,
and even the world! This time we did not escape the ravages which beset the rest
of the world’s nations, as we have so many times in the past, but are taking our
place “among them”.

We have come through several tragedies in the past...the two world wars
(which included the Holocaust), Korea and Viet Nam and the loss of our men and
women in uniform was tough to take, as were some of the “natural” weather disas-
ters parts of our nation has had to endure, but to be honest, unless one was related
to or had history with one or more of the victims or locations, it was just “horribly bad news” and we got over
it. Those events ended in victory and /or rebuilding, and our nation did indeed celebrate together. We wit-
nessed the assassination of our President JFK (if you are old enough), the taking of hostages during the attack
on the American Embassy in Iran, the attack on our nation on 9/11/2001. Each of these, as bad as they were,
were solitary events and didn’t actually physically affect the American population as a whole. Emotionally
maybe, but not physically. Also in the past, we witnessed the devastation of wars, and plagues throughout the
world, but they never affected us as a whole as this one has done thus far. At least not in my recollection. Up-
on visiting a local grocery store this last week I was astonished by the lack of products on the shelves...It re-
minded me of news pictures I’ve seen in “third world” countries shown in scenes during natural disasters
they were suffering through! I never dreamed I would see it here in our city. We will get through this though
and we will remain the leader in the world for our steadfastness in overcoming these difficulties.

Our lodge too, has had to make major adjustments, as I said at the beginning I am not able to use
our office.....more than that, all Masonic meetings have been put on “hold” by our Worshipful Masters and
by the edicts of the Grand Lodge as well. Even the 164" annual communication had to be cancelled because
of this virus. But we, as our nation, are strong and will overcome the difficulties this has caused us all. As
your secretary, I have been able to carry on with the business side of the lodge....receiving and answering
mail, dues receipts and sending out dues cards....I am pleased to report, the number of unpaid dues is much
lower than last year at this time. Our work of making masons and advancing our new brothers has sadly been
suspended, but this too shall pass. My prayer is for all of you who are reading this, and your families, to get
through it unscathed and it is also my prayer that by the time you are reading this our victory and the end of
this virus will have already become history!

May the GAOTU grant you all health and safety and may our country...The United States of Amer-
ica, heal quickly and may the blessings of Heaven rest upon us and all regular Masons wheresoever dis-
persed. SMIB.

Caveat: The flu pandemic of 1918/1919 our nation was a part of this when many thousands in our
country died. However not many of us were around over 100 years ago....For us it has been witnessing
these things from a distance- - this time, it hit home.

Still at your service,

W:. Jimee Craig, 50 Year Member
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ALBERT PIKE OFFICERS (2020)
W Chris CollinS........ooviiiiii i Senior Warden
Monty LOOMIS. ..ottt e, Junior Warden
W:. Warren “Doc” Rensner, PM........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, Treasurer
Wi James A Craig, PM......coooiiiiii e Secretary
Wi JimRalston. ..o Chaplain
Garth BloOm.... ..o e Senior Deacon
Curtis Redus.......o.veeeii Junior Deacon
W:. Chad Thomas.............ccooiviiiiiiiiiiii e, Senior Steward
. Matt COOK. v Junior St d
Worshipful Master % ~%° smier Stewat
Chaz Clough.........cooiii Tyler
Dr. Beck
Joe Bec Wi JimRalston, PM.............o Senior Trustee
W: Russ Brown, PM................ Trustee
MW:. Bob Talbott, PM........c.coiiiii e Trustee
Gillard Cohen...........cooiiiiiiiii e, Chaplain Emeritus

W:. Doug Chartier, PM...........cooiiiiiiiiie, Line Advisor




