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ALBERT PIKE LODGE

January thru May 2020—Volume 30—Issue 1
Making Good Men Better Since 1895!
GREETINGS FROM THE EAST!

Warm greetings from the East!

For your consideration, here are some goals we can pursue and
accomplish together in 2020. We are poised for great things as we
stand on the shoulders of tried and true giants in Masonry.

1. Dramatically increase member participation in Degree work

a. Recognize that too few do too much

b. Appreciate the critically important tenet that we as Masons
are responsible for mastering the mysteries of Masonry

c. Perpetuate the very survival of our Craft by paying it forward
2. Increase Return on Investment for attending Stated meetings
a. Emphasize finding and protecting time for Masonic Education
b. Ensure all content is relevant
c. Respect each Brother’s time by striving for one hour between Open & Close

3. [Exploit the skills and experience of Brothers and Candidates through the 303

Mentorship program
WHAT’S INSIDE

a. Qualify an adequate Mentor pool

b. Pair new Candidates with Mentors prior to
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c. Track and share progress as each relationship
evolves
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WORDS FROM THE EAST (continued)

4. Bolster camaraderie through out-of-Lodge events, both Masons only and All-family
a. Recognize that an Organization’s success starts with unity
b. Poll the Brethren to best identify activity interests

c. Consider the importance of time together outside of Lodge equal to if not greater than that
of Degree work

5. Display the awesomeness of Albert Pike No. 303 both in and out of Lodge
a. Maximize initial impressions of our Lodge for both Candidates and Visitors

b. Apply Brother Gillard’s charge to conduct ourselves as representatives of the Craft in all
our personal and social affairs

c. Focus, seeking each other’s welfare and happiness equally with our own

Thank you for all you already do. Here’s to an epic year... together!

Fraternally yours,............. W:. Dr. Joe Beck

DO NOT MISS OUT ON

the Masonic Education series that Albert Pike
Lodge has planned this year!

WORDS FROM THE WEST

This is going to be a great year at Albert Pike Lodge, but we need your help!

We have so many great things planned this year and your attendance would
be greatly appreciated. The biggest way you could help our lodge is to help us
make a good impression on the new members we initiate. It’s a memory most
of us never forget! That moment you are brought to light for the first time.
What do you remember? A lodge full of people or just enough men to put on
the degree? Even if you don’t feel comfortable taking a part you can just
come to degree work to meet and support the new brothers. We would also
love to mentor the brothers who would like to learn a part.

Fraternally yours,............. W:. Chris Collins, SW
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WORDS FROM THE SOUTH

Greetings, I am proud to be your newly elected JW. Although my Masonic journey with Albert Pike
began in 2015, I have been around Masonic bodies all my life. My father was Master of Hays Lodge
#195 in 1967 at the age of 36. Sadly, he passed away a few months after his year ended. During
this time a gentleman only known to me as a friend of my father told me a story.

There was a farmer that set out to plow a new field for planting. As he plowed, trying to keep the
plow on track, there were rocks and trees that could not be cleared from the field. He did his best to
work around and keep his rows as straight as possible. When the farmer was done plowing the field,
he looked back to review his labors.

My father’s friend, who was a Brother, finished by saying, “life is like plowing a field.” When your
labors are done, can you look back on your life and hope that your furrows were straight. You may
have ventured off the path when meeting with obstacles now and then, but did you straighten them
out. Whither you straightened your path by yourself or with help, You hope that your field yields the
best crop it can.

I have been lucky to have two great Masons whom I have called dad. When my mother remarried,
Bob, he became a mason too. My father Bob, just turned 90 in November and has been a Mason for
47 years.

This 1s my Masonic history, what’s yours?

Fraternally,....................... Monty Loomis, JW

MASONIC HUMOR

Masonic

School of Instruction | | don’t always mess

Mate g Y : up my Ritual, but

. whenIdo,I get
corrected in several

different ways!
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WISDOM FROM OUR CHAPLAIN

As we approach the beginning of each new month and each new year, we, as Freemasons,
should keep in mind that the Almighty, the Grand Architect of the Universe, controls what
happens to each of us as we go through life. Hence, we should be eternally optimistic and
trust in the judgment of the Lord whose control over our lives is beyond our comprehension.

There is an ancient Hebrew prayer that appears to cover this concept and can be recited from
time to time as the heart dictates as prayer is a way of talking to and with God and helps us to
see the positive in life and articulates our needs. Said prayer is as follows:

“May it be Your will, Lord our God and God of our forefathers, to make this new month or
new year one for goodness and for blessing. Give us long life, a peaceful life, a good life, a
life of blessing , a life of sustenance, a healthy life, a life in which there is fear of Heaven and
fear of sin; a life in which there is no embarrassment or humiliation, a life of wealth and hon-

or; a life in which there is love of Your Teaching, a life in which the requests of our hearts
will be fulfilled for the good.”

Fraternally.......... Gillard Cohen, Chaplain Emeritus (50+ Year Member)

PROMOTING ALBERT PIKE

After nearly 130 years as a chartered Lodge, Albert Pike is fully engaging in technology and
attempting to reach members, and prospects, through short videos and promotions. As part of
W:. Beck’s focus for 2020 (and beyond), communication with our members need to evolve in
a manner that appeals to the masses.

Currently, if you are not communicating via mobile devices, you are missing a LARGE seg-
ment of the population. Yes, we still have many members that do not engage in electronic
practices, however, our next generation of Masons, and our new prospects, do.

We have worked out a plan of action to send updates regarding upcoming events, meeting re-
caps, member bios,

For those who have not seen this, we videoed the Public Installation of Officers on Friday,
December 13, 2019. This epic event can be seen on replay on the Albert Pike Lodge #303
public Facebook Page.
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SECRETARY’ SHOUT OUT

Hang on gentlemen! We have just entered the 3rd decade of the 21% centu-
ry. The year 2020!

This year is special to your secretary because this year marks my official en-
try into that “50 year” club we recognize at every stated communication! My
year was 1970...That year Albert Pike Lodge raised 85 brothers to the
“sublime” degree! I was proud to be among them. I had no idea back then
just what Masonry really was (is) and how I was going to “fit in” with these
men....true “pillars of the community”. To be sure, I started out as many
have....never darkening the door of our lodge...missing out on what was
destined to become, outside of my church life, the most important and rewarding facet of my life in
society! It was over a year before I “got active”.

My stepfather brought me into the Lodge and a year later he suggested I join the Shrine. “OK” I said
and then was informed I had to complete the 32 degrees of the Scottish Rite before I could join...but
he told me it’s not so bad as I had already completed the first three!!! There was a point during those
Scottish Rite degrees when I heard something that would change my life....Don’t remember the ex-
act words, but in one of the many degrees dramatized at that time, the class was told something to the
effect that “if you are not completely conversant on the preceding degrees, you have no business in
here!” WOW! That hit me like a ton of bricks! I knew NOTHING! I didn’t even know what I need-
ed to know to get into lodge let alone what it was all about! I felt like a fraud! That is when I made
my decision to live up to my obligations and get started. The very next Monday I found my way into
the Albert Pike Study Club which was coached by Grand Lecturer Emeritus, W:. Frank T. Moore!
He was quite intimidating, but boy I did learn a lot and literally fell in love with our fraternity. We all
start out the same way brethren. I, with my titles, recognitions, plaques, letters, etc. am still NO
MORE A MASON than the newest Master Masons we have just raised at the end of 2019! Each and
every one of them has the same clean slate I had on which to write his own legacy...some of which I
am sure will “out-shine” mine to a great degree...one of you might even become Grand Master!
Don’t laugh, MW:. Bob Talbott was once where I was and where some of you are now!

Sorry I used this “Shout out” to extol my own Masonic history, but I am proud to have been among
the best men of society and was privileged to call each on them my brother! By the way, of the 85
brothers who share the same year of anniversary, it is sad to report that only 12 remain on our roles
as active Master Masons. I hope the class of 2019 in 2069 will have a higher percentage than does
my year of 1970! BUILD YOUR LEGACY!!

Still at your service, W:. Jimee Craig, 50 Year Member
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ALBERT PIKE ACTIVITIES

Stated Communication January 8 7:00 PM
Masonic Ed—"Plain and Unadorned”

Pike Night at Midian Shrine Oasis January 14 TBD

Stated Communication January 22 7:00 PM
Masonic Ed—"Change My Mind” panel

Pike Night at TBD February 4 TBD

Stated Communication February 12 7:00 PM
Masonic Ed—"Safely Lodged”

Stated Communication February 26 7:00 PM
Masonic Ed—"Mentoring Milestones”

Pike Night at TBD March 3 TBD

Stated Communication March 11 7:00 PM
Masonic Ed—"How Goes The Hour”

Grand Lodge (Wichita Hyatt) March 20—21

Stated Communication March 25 7:00 PM
Masonic Ed—"Show Me”

Stated Communication April 8 7:00 PM
Masonic Ed—"Recognition of Past Masters”

Pike Night at TBD April 14 TBD

Stated Communication (OPEN MEETING) April 22 7:00 PM
Scholarships / Emblems

Carnivore’s Delight (Brothers and Prospects) April 25 TBD

If you want to stay up-to-date with the calendar, the Albert Pike Facebook page
is very active. If you are a paid member and would like access to the closed/
private 303 page, please let one of the senior officers know.
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WORDS FROM OUR JUNIOR PAST MASTER

I wanted to write this article about the Sands of the Hourglass, and the valuable lessons there, but |
realized that I have already touched on those lessons earlier (check the records in the archives). So, |
want to reflect on a certain piece of The Old Testament Scripture that I hear often in my line of
work, Ecclesiastes 3:1-8:

« To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

+ A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;

« A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;

« A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

« A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to
refrain from embracing;

. A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

« A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

. A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

I am sure that many of you are aware that this scripture was the basis and inspiration for a very popu-

lar song by the band The Byrds (not affiliated or related to PM Brian Byrd) released December 6,

1965, "Turn!, Turn!, Turn!. The Opening/Closing lyrics are below:

To everything (turn, turn, turn)
There is a season (turn, turn, turn)
And a time to every purpose, under heaven

A time to gain, a time to lose
A time to rend, a time to sew
A time for love, a time for hate

A time for peace, I swear it's not too late

This theme may seem grim, but the lessons we can learn are similar to that of the sands in the hour-
glass. We are given time and our Seasons to do both operative and speculative work, and many op-
tions to respond to the situations put before us on an hourly, daily, weekly, monthly or seasonal ba-
Sis.

While my "season" as Worshipful Master has ended, I do not grieve it, nor do I regret it, I did some
good things, I did some not-so-good things, I did some things I could have done better or different-
ly. My ashlar still isn't perfect, but it is improved, and still very much a work in progress, and alt-
hough my work as Worshipful Master is finished, the work on the ashlar continues, until all of my
Seasons have ended.

Fraternally, W:. Doug Chartier
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ALBERT PIKE OFFICERS (2020)
W Chris CollinS........ooviiiiii i Senior Warden
Monty LOOMIS. ..ottt e, Junior Warden
W:. Warren “Doc” Rensner, PM........coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, Treasurer
Wi James A Craig, PM......coooiiiiii e Secretary
Wi JimRalston. ..o Chaplain
Garth BloOm.... ..o e Senior Deacon
Curtis Redus.......o.veeeii Junior Deacon
W:. Chad Thomas.............ccooiviiiiiiiiiiii e, Senior Steward
. Matt COOK. v Junior St d
Worshipful Master % ~%° smier Stewat
Chaz Clough.........cooiii Tyler
Dr. Beck
Joe Bec Wi JimRalston, PM.............o Senior Trustee
W: Russ Brown, PM................ Trustee
MW:. Bob Talbott, PM........c.coiiiii e Trustee
Gillard Cohen...........cooiiiiiiiii e, Chaplain Emeritus

W:. Doug Chartier, PM...........cooiiiiiiiiie, Line Advisor




