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GREETINGS FROM THE EAST!

I have been thinking of a topic for this article for awhile, and a recent
professional/personal experience made me think of this topic of Job Titles &
Responsibilities vs Compensation and Personal Reward. I was recently
approached and interviewed to take a job that offered the Title of Manager,
and had a much more forgiving and easier work schedule & lighter work load
despite having the Manager title, and very little to no 'On-Call' time in
evenings and weekends, as I currently experience at my employment
position. Of course I took great interest in this perceived promotion and
entered into further negotiations with the person offering this Management Job
-after all who doesn't want a easier/lighter work schedule and little to no
weekend work or on-call responsibilities? However when I gave the
perspective employer my monitory compensation requirements (very, very
comparable to my current compensation), they informed me that they could not meet my
compensation demands and the negotiation ended.

We as Speculative Masons know that our compensation consists of Corn, Wine & Oil... and they are
strictly symbolic (I've yet to take any grain, booze or grease/oil home from the hours I have spent

@ lodge). But these symbolic wages have kept me coming back to lodge and while I am grateful,
humbled and extremely proud to be your 2019 Worshipful Master, it has not ever been the Title(s)
that kept me motivated to return and remain active in Freemasonry, the journey has been the
reward. ['ve been rewarded in mentoring many people in study club, and helping many brothers in
becoming proficient for advancement and helped at countless degrees.

I'm well aware that [ have many shortcomings as a man, a Mason and as Worshipful Master, not just
in my own eyes and in the eyes of others. But my labors are to keep chipping away at my very own
rough ashlar, and to help my brothers and future brothers endeavor to look for perfect ashlars, which
cannot be found in the form of a Title in or out of the
Lodge.
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WORDS FROM THE WEST

Cedrus libani—(Cedars of Lebanon)

Four Brothers stood before the altar last night, fresh from experiencing the
first section of their 3™ Degree. Though I had heard it many times before
there was something especially engaging in how W: Jimee described the
groundwork leading up to construction of the Temple.

What’s the big deal with the cedars of Tyre (currently Lebanon)? The moun-
tains of Lebanon were once shaded by thick forests of this evergreen conifer.
Exploitation of the country’s natural resources by the Phoenicians, Egyptians,
Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Romans, Israelites, and Turks steadily
changed the landscape. The fleet needs of the Persian Navy were particularly

hard on the forests.

King Hiram (969-936 B.C.) was an ally and business partner of both King David (he known as the
kind King) and his son Solomon. Although Hiram refused MEKS’ offer to pay for the timber he did
accept in trade 125,000 bushels of wheat and 1,100 gallons of olive oil during each year of construc-
tion. The logs were lashed into rafts and floated along the Mediterranean coast from Joppa to Jerusa-
lem. You can read about this in 1st Kings chapter 5.

Craftsmen skilled in cabinetry, beams, and roofing sought this cedar, primarily for its typical grain
stability and longevity. The tree remains a symbol of holiness and peace to this day.

Fraternally yours,........... .Jose’ Beck, SW

ALBERT PIKE ACTIVITIES

Stated Communication & Masonic Education May 8th 7:00 PM

Stated Communication & Masonic Education May 22nd 7:00 PM

Stated Communication & Masonic Education June 12th 7:00 PM

Albert Pike Ice Cream Social (Sdg Cty Park) June 26th 6:00 PM
Open to family and friends (kid friendly)

Stated Communication & Masonic Education July 10th 7:00 PM

Albert Pike Cookout Social (Sdg Cty Park) July 24th 6:00 PM

Open to family and friends (kid friendly)

Lodge is traditionally closed in August to regular business, please feel free to keep an eye on
your emails and social media for upcoming degree work!
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WORDS FROM THE SOUTH

Brethren! When I asked what made some stop attending lodge here are some
common answers and how I responded.:

e “I don’tlike driving at night” - My answer, Call me! We have a large
group of active brothers who would love to pick you up. (316)20-5291

o “I didn’t feel like I fit in” - My thoughts, As the years pass the lodge at-
mosphere changes based on the active members. The more active members
we get the more likely it i1s you will find people just like you. Give us another
chance I think we have so many different personalities that you will find that
you are at home now.

e “I don’t remember the words or signs and don’t want to be embarrassed” - My answer, Call
me! We can meet before lodge to go over everything no one will make fun of you because we all
understand how easy it is to forget things like that and we have all been there.

In conclusion Albert Pike is YOUR HOME. We are YOUR FAMILY. We are all very unique and
weird at times but as family we embrace our uniqueness. You all are very important to us. We hope
you will come to lodge one more time to give us a second chance to show you what our lodge is real-
ly about. You will find the family you forgot you had. Call me! Id love to hear from you. (316) 200-
5291

Fraternally,............c.ocovvnnnnn. Chris Ccollins, JW

DO YOU THINK HIRAM WOULD HAVE TWEETED?

As a Master Mason, we all know about the working tools of Masons and are taught there several uses. These
uses are now symbolic and represent the core values of Masonry and how, as Masons, we are to carry our-
selves. Although these tools are still relevant in our teachings, there are other tools that need to be used to
increase the exposure of the fraternity.

With social media booming we, as Masons, must take advantage of our ability to get our message out......and
quickly. Currently, the average age of a male seeking out information regarding Masonry is about 32 years
of age. Currently, there are over 240 million Facebook® users in the United States; 45.2% of those users are
male; and 40% of those male users are between the ages of 25 — 44. That means we have a massive target
audience.

The great thing about social media is that it allows the introverted to speak their mind; the boisterous to
scream from the roof top; and the over the top one to “toot his horn”. That being said, whenever you do
something positive, hear something positive, or see something positive regarding our great fraternity,

please........ post something about it on your Facebook® status; Tweet about it on your Twitter® account, or

simply just talk about it!!! Take advantage of these new tools that can be used to grow Masonry. It is up to

US BROTHERS!! By: Brian Bg vl
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WISDOM FROM OUR CHAPLAIN

Freemasonry is a fraternity with secrets. Perhaps
one of the most important secrets we have as
brethren is the brotherly love and friendship we
have for one another as masons.

In our lodge meetings, we often hear repeated the
words of encouragement — “May brotherly love
prevail and every moral and social virtue cement
us” — which words emphasize that friendship and
concern for our fellow masons is an important
attribute of our fraternity. The friends we make
through our Masonic associations are beneficial
and often long-lasting.

The concept of friendship and caring is well-
expressed by Edgar A. Guest in the following po-
em entitled The Making of Friends —

If nobody smiled and nobody cheered
And nobody helped us along,

If each every moment took care of himself
And good things went to the strong,

If nobody cared just a little for you

And nobody thought about me,

And we stood alone in the battle of life,

What a dreary old world it would be.

Life is sweet just because of the friends we
have made,

And the things which in common we share.

We want to live on , not because of our
selves,

But because of the people who care.
1t’s giving and doing for somebody else —
On that all life’s splendor depends,

And the joy of this world, when you 've
summed it all up,

Is found in the making of friends!

Thus, we as masons should always attempt to fol-
low the above thoughts and sentiments so as to be
better citizens of the society in which we live and
for the service and glorification of the Supreme
Architect of the Universe.

Fraternally.......... Gillard Cohen (50+ year
Member)

DID YOU KNOW ALBERT PIKE LODGE EARNED
THE TRICE ROBISON AWARD?

DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY MASONS IT TOOK TO
ACCOMPLISH THIS MASSIVE ACHIEVEMENT?
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SECRETARY’ SHOUT OUT

HAPPY SUMMER!

It is May already and I've got to come up with something to say
for the newsletter! I guess I could start by stating it’s May 2019! 1
have been your secretary for seven and one/half years and the thrill I
felt when I first started has not worn off but has only gotten strong-
er. Since I began as secretary in January of 2012 we have welcomed
One-Hundred, Sixty-nine new Master Masons into our ranks!! Each

one of those 169 had three degrees which means we have conferred

507 degrees during those 7 V2 years! This means we have conferred 67 and one/half Ma-
sonic Degrees per year during my tenure! What a ride it has been! This year we have many
Entered Apprentices to advance and more coming in! We’ve all heard the phrase “It’s hard
to stop a train!”Well, It’s also hard to stop Albert Pike Lodge when we decide to get some-
thing done!

Summer is fast approaching and there is much to look forward to in the coming
months. ...our annual outings (Watermelon/Cookout- - Ice Cream social) Date nights,
Game nights. ..you name it and chances are good it can happen. And with all this fun, de-
gree work is still our number one activity if we want to keep on keeping on! I hope you
will be on the lookout for brothers you know belong but have not attended lodge for a
while. . ..perhaps you are among them. . .if so, please come and join in the fun and fellow-
ship our lodge has to offer. Make your presence among us a priority as it is association with
your brothers that cause real growth in each of us. Your presence strengthens us as much as
it strengthens you! I also want to remind you to look for those men in your lives who are
not among us. Those cousins, uncles, fathers, brothers, and good friends you would like to
call Masonic Brothers as well. Masonry, in my opinion, is strong enough to change even the
relationship between a father and son to something even more special.

I also want to thank you for taking care of your dues payments in a timely manner
this year...We are ahead of where we were last year at this time but still have a way to go to
have 100% of payments in.

Fraternally,

w:, Jimee Cratg
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Vince Braun..........ooooiiiiiiiii Senior Steward
Curtis Redus. .. .c...ovviiiiiiii Junior Steward
WOl'Shipflll Master Chris Hebberd..........cooviiiiiii Tyler
DOllg G. Chartier Wi JimRalston, PM. ..o, Senior Trustee
W: Russ Brown, PM................ Trustee
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