
        Contact us at the lodge office (316) 269-7851         or         visit us @ www.AlbertPike303.org                                 

 

Brethen, 
 
Below are some of the definitions of the word “Charge” as I believe they relate 
to our 3rd Degree Charge, the last “lecture” we each receive after our Master 
Mason Conferral: 
 
Charge: 
• a duty or responsibility laid upon or entrusted to one; 
• care, custody, or superintendence; 
• anything or anybody committed to one's care or management a command 
or injunction; exhortation. 
 

I thought I would ask you to pull out your cyphers and read, study, examine and more importantly 
ask YOURSELF how well you have adhered to the Charge given you after your Third Degree? I 
know we all fall short of some of our duties, and most certainly our own expectations and the 
expectations of our obligations. But 
I do want to touch on some the key words and phrases as I see them in our 3rd Degree Charge: 
 

Zeal, do you still have zeal for our Craft? 
Progress, have you made even Further Progress in masonic knowledge after hearing this 

Charge? 
Obedience, Submission, Courtesy, Affability, Kindness & Universal Benevolence, are you still 

practicing these tenants in and out of the Lodge? 
Virtue, Honor & Reputation, rendering yourself deserving of the honor & merit the confidence 

of the Craft? 
 

I know I have fallen short of most, if not all of these 
challenges given me since I first heard them being 
addressed to me, more than 17 years ago, and of that I am 
not proud, but I do still accept the challenges as a constant, 
not just words I heard once-upon-a-time. 
May I remind you to look back and forward at your 
challenges and refresh your Charges on a more regular 
basis… 

   W:. Douglas G Chartier 
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WORDS FROM THE  WEST 

 
 I had lunch with a Brother yesterday.  He works in a high pressure, 

high stakes world.  His literal survival and that of those around him requires a 

strict adherence to constant professionalism and unerring teamwork. 

Spoiler Alert:  He shared with me his unmet expectation of observing good 

men becoming better.  I pressed him to expound on this so that I might see 

additional perspective related to the Lodge that means so much to me. 

 

 The Brother emphasized what RW: Brian Byrd said repeatedly from 

the East; “meetings are meetings”.  Reviewing minutes, paying bills, and oth-

er tasks triggers the average brain to crave a peek at texts and FB posts.  So… what inside and out-

side Stated meetings would boost not only perceived but REAL and LASTING value?   

 

 I recently visited a Lodge in, of all places, San Francisco.  That one evening changed my 

whole perspective regarding Masonry in general and more especially Stated meetings.  They put the 

Masonic Education component front and center. It was inspiring and challenging while still applica-

ble. The Master asked two questions of the Brethren immediately following Close.  “Are we better 

men than when we walked into this room?  Are we equipped and motivated to take what we’ve heard 

beyond these walls into our community for its betterment?”   

 

 So here’s the thing… if we go back to our goal of making good men better, those honored to 

serve Albert Pike Lodge No. 303 can’t function well without honest and continual communication.  

Integral also to the health of our Lodge is enthusiastic participation and acceptance of the challenge 

to throttle up.  For example, just look at the recent burst of momentum generating B-cards.  Congrats 

to those gentlemen who stepped up and earned theirs this past year!  For those that don’t yet, jump 

on “the card” to do Q&A at an upcoming Degree.  That will get you prepped to do fine on your test.  

 

 Some of my best memories related to our Lodge are from events held outside of the KMH.  

Grillin’ at the hangar, shooting at Russ Clemons’, and Date Night are some of my favorites.  I hope 

we can get more events on the calendar, both recurring and one-offs, with a mix of Brothers only and 

family stuff.  I like to eat, and we look cool hanging out together.   

 

Fraternally yours,   Jose’ Beck, SW 
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Brethren, 

I am proud to announce that Albert Pike lodge is still the largest Lodge in 

Kansas! Sadly, I don’t think we can claim to be the best lodge in Kansas. Let 

me explain before you stop reading.  

This year we are going to focus on the phrase “Value Added”. Does Lodge 

bring value to your life?  With over 800 members less then 100 will make it 

to a meeting or event. Where is the value for the other 700? Obviously being 

an Albert Pike Mason means enough to you guys because you keep up with 

your dues, but what can we do as officers to add value to your masonic experience?  

This year we plan on doing more to help bring value back to Lodge. We have a plan to bring in peo-

ple from outside our Lodge to do thought provoking Masonic education, more community projects 

and more activities outside of lodge. Someone once explained to me that masonry is like a pome-

granate, when you cut it open you see a bunch of seeds and a little fruit. The seeds are business meet-

ing and degree work, with out the seeds of Masonry we wouldn’t get new members and our bills 

wouldn’t get paid but when the seeds are out of the way we are left with the fruit of masonry and 

that’s where you find the fun events like date night, cookouts and just hanging out together after the 

meeting. A lot of us find Masonic fruit in doing community projects too. I guess my point here is that 

we won’t be the best Lodge in Kansas until our Lodge’s pomegranate has more fruit than seeds!  

I have one request for the 700 Brothers from Albert Pike I have never met. What could we do to 

make you want to come back? Please call me and we can talk about what you think Albert Pike ma-

sonry should be. (316)200-5291 

Fraternally,……………………...Chris Collins, JW 

WORDS FROM THE SOUTH 

FREE COFFEE & DONUTS EVERY TUESDAY 

MORNING AT THE WICHITA SCOTTISH RITE 
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In our lodge and during many life experiences we are often called upon to recite a blessing based up-

on an ancient Hebrew prayer which begins “Blessed art thou, oh Lord our God, King of the Uni-

verse…”  Such a blessing is often made in connection with the commencement of various Masonic 

labors and many events and activities in our daily lives.  

We must ask ourselves –“What is a blessing?” It is an affirmative expression on our part that God is 

infinite and that He controls all that occurs in the Universe and provides for our needs as human be-

ings. We often recite a blessing when we are to embark on a journey and when we return safely, 

when we commence a potentially difficult project or a military endeavor frought with danger, when 

we ask for Divine mercy for the comfort of those suffering from illness and distress or comfort for 

the bereaved who have lost a loved-one or a friend and when we partake of a meal to nourish our 

bodies. We are thus recognizing that everything in this World and in the Heavens above belong to 

the Almighty and are subject to His will.  

After listening to a blessing, we often respond “Amen” which comes from a Biblical acronym for 

“God is the faithful King.”  It is an affirmation that one places his trust in the Almighty. Refer to 

Psalm 20:8.  

If one makes a blessing with heartfelt thought and concentration, it is a spiritual growth experience 

potentially connecting one to the Almighty and recognizing the Source of the good which one re-

ceives and serves as an expression of gratitude for that good.    

Fraternally……….Gillard Cohen (50+ year Member) 

WISDOM FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 

ALBERT PIKE ACTIVITIES 

Stated Communication & Masonic Education  January 9th    7:00 PM 

Stated Communication & Masonic Education  January 23rd    7:00 PM 

Stated Communication & Masonic Education  February 6th    7:00 PM 

Stated Communication & Masonic Education  February 20th   7:00 PM 

Stated Communication & Masonic Education  March 13th    7:00 PM 

Stated Communication & Masonic Education  March 27th    7:00 PM 
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SECRETARY’ SHOUT OUT 

And another year bites the dust!!   

2019 is here and many of you have already received your 2019 Albert 

Pike Lodge Dues cards! I really like the new design and the more permanent 

card structure than was used in the past.  While I do miss having the number 

of years as a Mason printed on the front, I can understand why they are not.  

These cards were created in the hope of not having to issue new cards every 

year as the cost of printing  new cards for over 15,000 Masons each and eve-

ry year has become harder and harder for Grand Lodge to continue to meet.  

I don’t know the “life expectancy” of our new cards but once a final card design and method of iden-

tifying the year of expiration date for each year has been determined, I expect much money to be 

saved by Grand Lodge with these new cards!  I, for one, am much prouder to present my new dues 

card than the old flimsy paper card which has served us (quite well I must admit) for so many dec-

ades! 

 On a related note, I mentioned that many of you have received your cards!  THANK YOU for 

your quick response to forward your 2019 Dues Payment to me.  The largest bill of each and every 

year that Albert Pike has to pay is the Per-Capita tax every year to Grand Lodge and your prompt 

payments have insured that we have the cash-on-hand to make that payment which is due in January 

of each year! 

As of December 1, our Lodge has raised 22 new Master Masons in 2018….that number could 

actually get larger as we have several waiting to receive their Fellowcraft and Master Mason degrees. 

We are seeing many new faces taking part in the work of the lodge, not only in support or our 

socials, charitable outings, community events, but also “in the chairs” helping to confer the degrees 

on more good men who wish to start “Traveling on the Level with Us”! Have you seen the new Chal-

lenge Coin (see photo below) W:. Doug Chartier had made to commemorate Albert Pike’s 125th year 

of existence? At $15.00 a REAL keepsake! 

Available in the office from your secretary! 

W:. Jimee Craig  
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ALBERT PIKE IN ACTION 

 

Photos taken from the 3O3 Facebook page.  Any members interested in this 

page should reach out to an officer for further direction and instruction. 
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FINAL WORDS - JUNIOR PAST MASTER 

My time on the line at Albert Pike Lodge No. 303 has come to its end, and I 

am so grateful for the honor bestowed upon me by my Brethren, and the ac-

complishments we have made over all these years. It has been a long jour-

ney to the East, but the road has been smooth due to the effort and dedica-

tion of every member of our Lodge. When I was installed as Master for 

2018, I stood there at the podium giving my speech, thinking of what to say 

that would convey my feelings towards such a great undertaking. Not being 

a man who loves to hear himself speak, I tried to keep it short and to the 

point, and in that process, I repeated a cliché we’ve heard countless times, 

and will continue to hear ad infinitum, I am certain, because it is such a 

powerfully visual metaphor. “Standing on the shoulders of giants.” It is a 

metaphor used over centuries to describe how your small contributions only look greater because of 

the contributions of all those who came before you. I have come to understand over the year since 

giving that speech that the metaphor means something entirely different to me now. 
 

 When I had initially said that I was standing on the shoulders of giants, I was thinking about 

that long hall leading to the Lodge Office, filled with the pictures of  the 125 Past Masters. I thought 

that because they got us here today, it was up to us to not let them down. While those are all good 

men who have served the Lodge as Masters, they did not do it alone. There are a lot of brethren who 

work hard in service of the Lodge who never serve on the line in that capacity, and as I served my 

own year in the East, I came to understand that I was completely wrong about who the giants are in 

that metaphor. Those Past Masters were not alone, as I was not alone. The officers of the Lodge 

stand out in front, making them more noticeable for the good works of all the Craft, and the Master is 

no exception, most praised by others for the hard work of the men he leads. But it is always the hard 

work and dedication of the lead that makes a leader stand out. 
 

 I’ve witnessed brothers lifting each other up, making each other better men and better Ma-

sons. When you lift up those around you, they will be better equipped to lift you in return. This must 

be our goal, not only in the Lodge, but throughout our communities and the world. These men I have 

witnessed in our Lodge lifting up their Brethren are the true giants on whose shoulders we stand. If 

we spend more time lifting each other up, we can all reach greater heights, with a much more splen-

did and glorious view of the world around us. Look for those opportunities to help each other out, to 

ease the burdens, to refresh the weary, to comfort the suffering, and watch how much greater your 

view becomes. And Leaders, never forget to help those who have raised you up so high, achieve the 

same glorious heights.  
 

 Thank you all for a wonderful experience and the great honor of hanging my picture on the 

wall of that hallway of Past Masters, but know that we are all nothing without each other, and we 

achieve nothing without each and every one. I look forward to seeing you all again soon.  W:. John 

Gracy 
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