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Making Good Men Better Since 1895!
GREETINGS FROM THE EAST!

Greetings from the East, my Brethren. I pray the Grand Architect has blessed you
with health and peace, as well as comfort for those among us who are ill or
bereaved. The end of the year draws ever closer, and I am reminded of the
symbology of the Level. First, we are all travelling on the level of time. As much
as we try to control and direct our lives and the circumstances that surround us,
there is always one constant, unwavering, unstoppable force marching ever closer
with each passing second. A formidable foe, whose haunting reminder of the
inevitable seems so distant in our youth; so far away it seems hardly a threat at all.
As the years pass and the distance shortens, the march of time seems to quicken its
pace. To a child, a year feels like a lifetime, and with age we grow in wisdom and
the years seem like weeks, as our perspectives change and grow with us. Time
grants no courtesy or relief for class or station. With every ticking second, we are
propelled across the strands of our interwoven timelines, and though we may
choose to beautify our tapestries with the strands of family, friends, colleagues, our fraternal Brothers, whom
I believe make the tapestry the most beautiful of all, nevertheless time waits for no man.

We are travelling to that undiscovered country. This is not only true in our hope for an eternal life
after this mortal life, but every second that has yet to pass brings to us to the next point along the line of time.
Each new minute is a minute we have never experienced. With all our planning and manipulating, no man
knows what is to come for the next day, week, month or year. As they say, its not the destination, but the
journey that makes the story great. We are taught through the symbolism of the Level the most important
lesson of all; from whose bourne no traveler returns. Bourne is an interesting word. Like much of the words
in our ancient Craft, it is an archaic word, which means the destination we journey towards. So, it teaches us
not only about the finality of death at the end of our journey, but the obvious truth we so often take for
granted; our lives travel forward in time, and we cannot go back. The time we have now is only for the
present, and tomorrow it will have passed, and we will never get it back.

So, you may be asking why all this gloom and grim prose. As [ write this, I am approaching the
anniversary of a very personal loss, which naturally causes one
to spend some time in introspection. It reminds me of others
who have passed over the years. Friends and family whose W H AT ? S | N S | D E
stories came to a close before our own. Yet time still marches
forward. It causes me to think of missed opportunities or
choices I may have made differently. And while it is good to Words from the West (2)
remember the love of the people who shaped who we are today,
and to learn from the choiEes I\)Jve’ve madep in the past, there is g Words from the South (3)
still a lifetime of seconds ticking by before us. Words from the East (3)
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WORDS FROM THE WEST

The topic of Virtue is what I am hoping we could reflect on in this article, when I
picked this topic, the Perfect Points of our entrance into Lodge "The Four Cardinal
Virtues" of Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice, all of which are thoroughly
described in the Entered Apprentice Lecture 3. But reflecting on the word Virtue and
then doing a little research on the word, opened up endless rabbit-hole of thought and
philosophy which pre-dates Socrates, Aristotle and even the Great King Solomon.

Dictionary.com has the following definition for the word Virtue: moral excellence;
goodness; righteousness. conformity of one's life and conduct to moral and ethical
principles; uprightness; rectitude, a particular moral excellence, compare a good or
admirable quality or property effective force, to make the best of a difficult or unsat-
isfactory situation.

Most virtue ethics theories take their inspiration from Aristotle who declared thata
virtuous person is someone who has ideal character traits. These traits derive from natural internal tendencies,
but need to be nurtured; however, once established, they will become stable. For example, a virtuous person
is someone who is kind across many situations over a lifetime because that is his character and not because he
wants to maximize utility or gain favors or simply do his duty, And virtue ethics theories deal with wider
questions—“How should I live?”” and “What is the good life?”” and “What are proper family and social val-
ues?”

Aristotle also studied and developed the concept of the Golden Mean, which if contemplated relates to all of
the 4 Cardinal Virtues or the Perfect Points of Our Entrance, as so illustrated:

Aristotle's Concept of the Golden Mean
Deficiency (=) BALANCE Excess (+)
cowardice COURAGE rashness

stinginess/miserliness GENEROSITY extravagance
sloth AMBITION greed
humility MODESTY pride
secrecy HONESTY loguacity
maoroseness GOOD HUMOR absurdity
quarrelsomeness FRIENDSHIP flattery
self-indulgence TEMPERANCE insensibility
apathy COMPOSURE irritability
Fraternal- indecisiveness SELF CONTROL impulsiveness ]y ““““““ DDVL@

Chartler, SW

FREE COFFEE & DONUTS EVERY TUESDAY

MORNING AT THE WICHITA SCOTTISH RITE
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WORDS FROM THE SOUTH

Remember the first time another brother (most likely W: Jimee) shared with you the
meaning of “MEKS”? I still remember when W: Paul Ditty drew the short straw
and had to mentor me on FC cipher material. He had to laugh when I guessed
“something something Kansas”.

Since “King Solomon” is the correct answer we might take a moment to consider
some facts related to this particular son of David and Bathsheba. You might find it
interesting to know that —

1. while his name means “peaceable” the prophet Nathan named Solomon Jedidi-
ah, which means “friend of God”.

2. he was the third king of the United Monarchy (which preceded a split into N.
Israel + Judah following Solomon’s death).

3. he reigned approximately 40 years (970-931BC) and died at age 80 of natural causes.

4. he wrote 3 books in the Bible (Song of Solomon, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes).

5. he had 700 wives and 300 mistresses... but I digress.

6. he oversaw the building of the first temple in Jerusalem which took 7 years.

7. he enjoyed an alliance with Hiram king of Tyre (now Lebanon) who held the market on cypress and
cedar.

8. he was an expert in Botany and Zoology.

9. God visited Solomon in a dream and asked him what he most desired. After requesting only wisdom
from God he was gifted with unprecedented wealth.

10. his downfall began when he married the daughter of Pharoah and was lured towards Egyptian idola-
try.

Yoursinthe Craft,......................... .Joe ®BeCk, ,JW

WORDS FROM THE EAST (continued from page 1)

We must stay vigilant on our course, my Brethren. Fight to stay true to the morals and virtues that
make us Masons. Don’t take any of these seconds for granted, because time never slows its pace, and whether
we like to think of it or not, all things must come to an end. Remember to tell your loved ones how much they
matter to you and strive to never put off until tomorrow what we can get done today. Until next we meet, you

have all my Brotherly love and friendship, my Brethren.

W Johwn Gracy
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WISDOM FROM OUR CHAPLAIN

Lessons of the necessity of developing a good moral character, a love for our fellow man and a strong belief
in our Creator and a desire to follow His commandments are taught to us as Freemasons through allegory and
example in connection with the building of King Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem. The Temple, built by the
labors of operative masons was to serve as a permanent place where the children of Israel could draw close to
the Almighty through prayer and the offering of sacrifices by the priests; and pilgrimages to the Temple dur-
ing three specific festivals were encouraged. And further, the Temple was to serve as a constant reminder of
the necessity of following God’s commandments at all times.

Even though the existence of the Temple was meant to be permanent, the Hebrew prophet Jeremiah (active
627-586 BC) condemned the hypocrisy of the people who worshipped the Lord in the Temple while breaking
the Lord’s commandments during their daily lives; and he predicted the destruction of the Temple which ulti-
mately occurred at the hands of the Babylonians under their ruler, Nebuchadnezzar.

“The destruction of Solomon’s Temple was a traumatic event, since the Temple had long symbolized the Na-
tion, the covenant, kingship, and most importantly, the presence of God in Israel’s midst.” See Solomon’s
Temple — Myth and History, by William J. Hamblin and Davis R. Seely. This and other Biblical and modern
catastrophes such as the events which led up to the beginning of World War I, came to pass on the ninth day
of the Hebrew month of AV (July and August), which date is treated as a time of mourning on the Hebrew
calendar.

Our labors as speculative masons are based upon allegorical lessons or symbolism in connection with the
erection and later destruction of Solomon’s Temple. (It should be noted that said Temple was replaced and
later destroyed by the Romans.)

In order to avoid the prophecies of Jeremiah and other such prophets, we as Freemasons and the society in
which we live should learn from the example of Solomon’s Temple and its destruction and from the hard les-
sons of history from Biblical times to the present. Hopefully, we can accomplish this by avoiding the trans-
gressions alluded to by Jeremiah, etc. As masons, we and society should aspire to keep the Divine Presence
in our midst.

Fraternally.......... Gillard Cohen (50+ year Member)

Leadership Academy September 8th 9:00 AM
Stated Communication & Masonic Education 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 7:00 PM
School of Instruction (Pyramid Lodge) September 15th 8:00 AM
Official Grand Master & DDGM Visit September 26th 7:00 PM
Past Masters’ Night & Dinner November 7th 6:00 PM

Annual Election of Officers December 12th 7:00 PM
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SECRETARY’ SHOUT OUT

Issue 3 of “The 303" Albert Pike Lodge Newsletter 2018.....Already! I
trust all had a good summer and were able to “keep their cool”...both literally (it
was HOT!) and figuratively with all the political shenanigans, religious philoso-
phies being argued, orange cones remaining a large part of any commute through
our fair city, and on and on. That said, our lodge has remained steadfast in the
business at hand...Making new Master Masons! We are an organization which
literally oozes regularity, stability, and consistency in our ever-changing
world. And if you don’t think that is true, just try to change anything...I dare you!
However, everything around us is in a seemingly state of flux. Kind of like Kansas
Weather... “If you don’t like it, just wait a minute...it’ll change!” The Albert Pike
Office also has seen some changes....Our Past Masters Hall has been enlarged to
accommodate more past masters, and the North Wall where the portrait M:. W:. George Washington used to
be displayed is now home to the portraits of the SEVEN!!! Past Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of Kansas
who had also served Albert Pike Lodge No. 303 as Worshipful Master! Come by and check it out!!! It truly is
beautiful.

Several of our brothers have been studying really hard to get their “B” cards and by the time you read
this, several will have already earned that award! We are going all out to make this a banner year for Albert
Pike to honor our “home grown” Grand Master Bob Talbott and are hoping for great attendance at the school
of instruction which will earn us even more points on achieving our goal of winning the “Thrice Robison”
proficiency award! Brethren, it is never too late to improve one’s self in ritualistic knowledge....we need help
in providing the liturgy of the ritual and the lectures that follow for those new men who come to us searching
for brighter light than they have been able to find in the world.

Brethren, in Kansas Masonry we meet “On the Level”....Masonically speaking, we are all the same.
NO ONE is more a Mason than any one of you! Legacies created may vary, but as Masons, we are on the
level! Come see for yourself. Our individuality makes us all unique....together we make our lodge
unique....together we make our lodge GREAT!

Look at your calendars... in November we will be hosting, preparing, serving, eating, and cleaning up
after “Thanksgiving Dinner” at the “Breakthrough Club” of Episcopal Services of Wichita....and in Decem-
ber, we will do it all over again for Christmas Dinner!!! This is a 35 + year charitable tradition of Albert Pike

Lodge...BE PROUD! James A. Cratg, PM

Trice-Robison Award Points Scale (Membership greater than 100)
30 Points are required for the Award

Ritualist (B Card) 1 point per new card

Ritualist (A Card) 2 points per new card

Senior Ritualist (M Card) 4 points per new card

Master Ritualist (U Card) 8 points per new card

Member attendance at District SOI 1 point PER member in attendance
Perfect Attendance at District SOI 5 points

District Deputy attests that the Lodge is proficient Mandatory item
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ALBERT PIKE OFFICERS (2017)

Doug Chartier.........ovvieiiiii e Senior Warden

Dr.Joe BecK......ooiuiiiiiiiii Junior Warden

W:. Warren “Doc” Rensner, PM.............coovviiiiiiiiinnn, Treasurer

Wi James A Craig, PM......ooooiiiiii e Secretary

Gillard Cohen..........coiiiiiii e Chaplain

Chris Collins........ooviiiiii Senior Deacon

Rick AlamoO........oveeiniiiiii Junior Deacon

Monty LOOMIS. .....ooviiiiiiiiiiie e Senior Steward

Garth Bloom..........cooooiiiii Junior Steward

WOl’Shipflll Master ViINCE Braun.......oouiniiii e Tyler

John Gracy W: JimRalston, PM.. ..., Senior Trustee

W: Russ Brown, PM................ Trustee

W:. Sheldon Lawrence, PM...........cooiiiiiiii i, Trustee




