Contact us at the lodge office (316) 269-7851 or visit us (@ www.AlbertPike303.0rg
ALBERT PIKE LODGE
May thru August 2018—Volume 27—Issue 2
Making Good Men Better Since 1895!
GREETINGS FROM THE EAST!

Greetings from the East, Brethren. I hope you are all doing well. It is hard to
believe one third of the year has already passed. Things at lodge have been busy,
as always. The Brothers have been doing an excellent job with degree work. If you
would like to help out or would just like to know when degree work is, but you
aren’t receiving the emails for the work card, make sure you let Doug Chartier
know so he can get you added to the email list. If you are looking to learn a part
that will leave a lasting impression on the craft, new and old members alike, there
are several parts I could recommend. Some Brothers can do many small parts, but
there are very few who can do some of the larger critical parts. My challenge to
you is to learn just one of these roles, whether it be one of the lectures, the East for
one of the degrees, Senior Deacon for the second section of the third degree, we
can always use a few more men who know these parts.

We had a great time in Topeka this year, seeing M:.W:. Bob Talbott installed as Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Kansas. We are very proud to have one of our own Pike Brothers serving in the highest
office in the state. He represents us well as he does great things for all of Kansas Masonry. Therefore, we as
Pike Masons will represent him well throughout the next year by supporting him with whatever he needs.
One of our goals this year is to earn the Trice Robison award, which is awarded to a lodge that excels in
proficiency. This is attained by earning proficiency cards in ritual work, and by having a strong attendance at
School of Instruction. We will have our School of Instruction
scheduled for the fourth quarter, exact date and time TBD. You y
need not be an officer to attend, and there is always something WHAT’S INSIDE
to learn during this event, so you are highly encouraged to
attend. As for the proficiency cards, our study club is every Words from the West (2)
Monday night. I am making a commitment to achieve my

Ritualist (B Card) this year, and I extend this challenge to all of Words from the South (3)
you. I know there are many Brethren like myself, who have seen Albert Pike Activities (3)
gnd performeq the ritual more than enough times to know it, 'and Chaplain’s Wisdom (4)
just needs a minimal amount of preparation to be able to attain a

Ritualist B card. There are many who are also just as prepared Words from the East (4)
to work on their A card. Together, we can all raise our own Secretary’s Shout Out (5)
proficiency staqdard, and in the process, represent Pike and Trice-Robison Award (5)
M:.W:. Talbott in the process.

Continued on pg 4 Emblem Presentation (6
Albert Pike in Action (7)
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WORDS FROM THE WEST

As 2018 is moving so quickly, I'm reminded of the emblem of the Hour-Glass and
this excerpt from the 3rd degree lecture:

"Behold! How Swiftly the sands run, and how rapidly our lives are drawing to a
close! We cannot without astonishment behold the little particles which are con-
tained in this machine; how they pass away almost imperceptibly; and yet, to our
surprise, in the short span of an hour they are all exhausted! Thus wastes man....he
falls like autumn leaves, to enrich our mother earth."

Life moves fast for all of us, [ hope we are all enjoying our journey (Masonic & oth-
erwise) and are mindful of our purposes, priorities, privileges, portions, gifts,
strengths, while being mindful of our weaknesses and shortcomings as well as those
of our fellow Brothers, family & friends.

We hope to enrich not just Mother Earth with our presence and ultimate departure, but let us also endeavor to
enrich our Brothers, The Craft, Family, Friends, Community and Society as a whole while travelling upon
that level of time.

Enjoy the journey, spread the seeds of joy, love, friendship, patience, wisdom, talents, time & charity so
as the following generations may enjoy their journey in the proverbial gardens you have planted, cultivated
and propagated.

Fraternally.......... Doug) Cha vtler, SW

FREE COFFEE & DONUTS EVERY TUESDAY
MORNING AT THE WICHITA SCOTTISH RITE
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Ice Cream

& Pizza Social

JUNE 27th

2.2.0.2.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.9.9.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.8.0.0.0.0.8.0.0.8.¢

msz ATNr

1.2.0.0.2.2.0.0.0.8.0.0.0.8.0.9.0.9.90.0.0.0.98.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.8 1

242 2 54 2 26 2 4 2 24 24 6 26 24 24 24 26 24 24 2 26 26 24 2 26 26 24 2 2626 ¢ 2
26262624 2 26 26 26 2 26 24 6 2 24 24 6 2 24 24 26 2624 26 24 2 24 2 2 25 -
2262626 2 24 26 6 26 26 24 2 26 26 24 2 26 24 26 26 24 24 2 2624 24 2 2624 2




Contact us at the lodge office (316) 269-7851 or visit us (@ www.AlbertPike303.org

WORDS FROM THE SOUTH

One of my personal goals for 2018 is to test for, and hopefully pass, the “A” card.
There are multiple reasons for this including positioning to better support our
Lodge, the personal challenge, and contributing towards the Trice-Robison award
(we only need 30 points).

I diverted slightly to memorize the second section of the Second Degree. To those
that suffered through my recent first attempt and to Brother Curtis for his multiple
prompts I thank you. Our wonderful Secretary kindly limited his comments to
“Well, you made it through”.

Have you taken time to contemplate the short phrase “... being improved by experi-
ence and time”? I think this flows beautifully to another important phrase a little
laterin F.C. ~ W. 2. *and thus, through a succession of ages, are transmitted
unimpaired the excellent tenets of our Institution”.

Bottom line: we can assume the honor and obligation of protecting and propagating the Mysteries of Mason-
ry, or not. Take a good look at your cipher and see if it shows recent wear. Remember, that Brothers are al-
ways ready to assist and mentor on request. We are blessed to have easy access to highly certified Lecturers
as well.

Yours in the Craft,

oe Beck, JW
ALBERT PIKE ACTIVITIES
May 9th Stated Communication (ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE)  7:00 PM
May 12th Grand Master’s Reception (Wichita Scottish Rite) 6:00 PM
May 23rd Stated Communication & Masonic Education 7:00 PM
June 13th Stated Communication & Masonic Education 7:00 PM
June 27th Ice Cream Social @ Sedgwick County Park 6:30 PM
July 11th Stated Communication & Masonic Education 7:00 PM
July 25th Watermelon Feed & Cookout @ Sedgwick County Park 6:30 PM
NO STATED MEETINGS IN AUGUST
Sept 8th Leadership Academy 9:00 AM
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WISDOM FROM OUR CHAPLAIN

We, as mere human beings, often find it necessary to trust in someone or something as we meet the
daily challenges of Life. People may trust in their intelligence, their personal charm, their power, their
knowledge, their connections, their wealth, or promises made to them by others. But blind trust can lead to
disappointment and despair. Even trusting in government can be problematic as shown by human history
throughout the Ages.

Ultimately, what will help all of us weather the ups and downs of living is our trust in God, the Su-
preme Architect of the Universe, the Creator of us all. Trust in God gives a person peace of mind and the
ability to help us limit worry, frustration and stress brought about by difficulties which we may encounter in
Life. The teachings of Freemasonry emphasize the necessity of trusting in God. This is illustrated in the En-
tered Apprentice Degree where the candidate for the Mysteries of our craft is asked... “In Whom do you
place your spiritual trust?”

In pondering the definition and importance of trust in the Divine, there is a discussion in a recent arti-
cle in a publication entitled “The Fax of Life.” Said discussion maintains the following...

“Trust in God is believing, knowing, internalizing that all that the Almighty does for us is for our good. It is
knowing that the Almighty loves us greater than any love one human being can have for another person. He
totally knows and understands us and our personal situations. Only the Almighty has the power to impact
your situation. He has a track record. You can rely on Him. Everything the Almighty does for you is a gift;
there are no strings attached.”

Hence a spiritual trust and a belief in God and a strong reliance on His judgment throughout our life-

time will make us better Masons and better members of the society in which we live.

Fraternally.......... Gillard Cohen (50+ year Member)

WORDS FROM THE EAST (continued from page 1)

On May 12", we will be hosting the Grand Master’s Reception at the Wichita Scottish Rite. I hope to
see many of you there. Seating is limited so do not hesitate. Register through the Grand Lodge website. After
that, Summertime will be upon us. We will have the annual Watermelon Feed and Ice Cream Socials, open to
family and guests, and we will plan on having a Baseball outing. These are great ways to introduce somebody
new to members of the lodge, so if you’ve got someone you think would be a good Pike Mason, invite them
to attend. Social events are not all necessarily planned by officers of the lodge. If there is something you real-
ly want to do, write it down on the Festive Board in the office, and we can begin planning on a fun event full
of brotherhood. Remember, a lodge is not something you belong to, a lodge is something you are a part of. It
is not a room, an establishment, or a line of officers, it is a bond of brotherhood and fellowship that we all
build together. Our lodge is stronger with you there, and better for it.

Thank you all for a great start to the year. I look forward to seeing you all more in the coming months. We’ve
got some great work to do, together.

W John Gracy
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SECRETARY’ SHOUT OUT

Greetings from the Secretaries’ desk! I cannot believe April...(actually
May when you get this!) is here already! Thankful for another winter I did not
have to use my snow shovel...although I know many farmers in Kansas wish there
had been more snow to aid their parched fields! Thus far, dues collections have
been slower than last year...As of April 1%, 176 brothers have not as yet paid their
2018 dues...that is far more than in 2017 when only 144 remained unpaid. If you
are one of our brothers who have not yet paid your dues, please help us out by tak-
ing the time to get this out of the way!

Already I am in the “thinking about it” phase concerning our May Memori-
al service, the June Ice-Cream/Pizza social at Sedgwick County Park and the July Cookout/Watermelon event
also at the park! Then it’s August and we’re “dark™ and back to work in September....Fall already and time
for another article! Where does the time go?!?

Our lodge is still in the business of Making Masons and we need you to be here with us. Nothing says
fellowship and fraternity better than our association one with each other. This inter-action between brothers
is, in my opinion, what makes us better men! All of us, when we chose to petition for Masonry, also chose to
“fall in” with the “right” crowd! However just holding a membership card does not a better man make! It
takes the association with that “right” crowd for the good to rub off on you and for that good you have to of-
fer to rub off on the others. Together....we make ourselves strong, proud, able to do great things we could
never accomplish on our own...together...we make ourselves better!

Let’s make 2018 the year to renew our commitments to Kansas Free-Masonry! And, if you already
are committed and regular in attendance and fellowship, let us not become “weary in well-doing” and view
every inter-action with your Brethren as time at the “charging station” to replenish your energy and resolve to
continue to promote what I believe to be Mankind’s greatest Fraternity!

As always, [ remain “At Your Service”!

janmes A. Cralg, PM

Trice-Robison Award Points Scale (Membership greater than 100)
30 Points are required for the Award

Ritualist (B Card) 1 point per new card

Ritualist (A Card) 2 points per new card

Senior Ritualist (M Card) 4 points per new card

Master Ritualist (U Card) 8 points per new card

Member attendance at District SOI 1 point PER member in attendance
Perfect Attendance at District SOI 5 points

District Deputy attests that the Lodge is proficient Mandatory item

Finduson =+
..i Facebook




Contact us at the lodge office (316) 269-7851 or visit us (@ www.AlbertPike303.org 6

2018 EMBLEM PRESENTATION

60 Year Members present:
James Carlson and Roger Williams

50 Year Members present:
T Allen Fretz, W:. Ward Johnson, and Jack
Pohlenz

25 Year Members in attendance:
W:. Terry Schrant, PP

w H | T Allen Fretz

On Saturday, April 18th, Grand Lodge and Albert Pike Officers had the honor of recognizing Broth-
ers for their years of service to the craft. Six Brothers and their families were in attendance.

bwitter¥
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ALBERT PIKE IN ACTION

“Bros: Martine Bloom, Colllns, Gracy,
MW Talbott, Talbott, Loomis, & Alamo

3y

/ MW Talbott, Ralston, Bec & Rensner

SOME PHOTOS ABOVE WERE CAPTURED FROM MEMBERS’ SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS
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ALBERT PIKE OFFICERS (2017)

Doug Chartier.........ovvieiiiii e Senior Warden

Dr.Joe BecK......ooiuiiiiiiiii Junior Warden

W:. Warren “Doc” Rensner, PM.............coovviiiiiiiiinnn, Treasurer

Wi James A Craig, PM......ooooiiiiii e Secretary

Gillard Cohen..........coiiiiiii e Chaplain

Chris Collins........ooviiiiii Senior Deacon

Rick AlamoO........oveeiniiiiii Junior Deacon

Monty LOOMIS. .....ooviiiiiiiiiiie e Senior Steward

Garth Bloom..........cooooiiiii Junior Steward

WOl’Shipflll Master ViINCE Braun.......oouiniiii e Tyler

John Gracy W: JimRalston, PM.. ..., Senior Trustee

W: Russ Brown, PM................ Trustee

W:. Sheldon Lawrence, PM...........cooiiiiiiii i, Trustee




