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Greetings from the East, Brethren. I am very proud and honored to have been 

elected by my Brothers to serve in the East. It is a charge that I do not take lightly. 
Our Lodge has a long legacy, built upon the great men who came before us to 
grow and strengthen the bonds of fellowship in a Lodge, of which we are now 

privileged to enjoy the harvest. We owe it to those who came before us to build 
upon that legacy and sow the seeds for bountiful fruit to be enjoyed by our 
Brothers who are Raised when our time has passed. Every year we have improved 

ourselves individually and as a group. We have come a long way, but the journey 
towards the perfect ashlar is a journey without a definitive end. There is always 
room for improvement. German Physicist and Nobel Laureate Max Born said “The 

belief that there is only one truth, and that oneself is in possession of it, is the root 
of all evil in the world.” I don’t presume to have all the answers, if any, as to what 

our Fraternity should look like in the next 100 years; however, with the knowledge and insight of those who 

pass this legacy on to us, together we can at the very least ensure we stay pointed in the right direction. Any 
small stone of improvement is a contribution towards building upon and sustaining that legacy. Don’t hesitate 
to share your ideas. 

That being said, it’s not enough to point out a problem if we aren’t willing to participate in finding a solution, 

and being a part of implementing that solution. We have a very large membership at our Lodge, and a very 
small number of officers comparatively. While Masters over the 
years have appointed officers with diverse backgrounds to bring 

new growth into the Lodge, it is impossible for such a small 
number of men to fully reflect the ideals of the entire 
membership. So, I greatly encourage you all to make your 
desires known, and if that pursuit is truly laudable, expect to be 

a part of making those changes happen. I assure you, Brothers, 
that it will not be all work and no play, but in equal measure it 
cannot be all play and no work either. In the spirit of King 

Solomon, there is a season for all things, and I believe this is an 
area where we can all improve by finding a balance, thus 
enriching and improving our great fraternity. 

Joining this fraternity has been one of the greatest decisions I 

have ever made. I can say most certainly and in all honesty, that 
I am a better man today than I would have been had I never 
joined. In our lodge, we are blessed to have passionate and 

active members who breathe life into the Brotherhood.  
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WORDS FROM THE  WEST 

Brethren, as we commence the year of 2018, I would like your attention to focus on 
the three movable jewels, the rough Ashlar, the perfect Ashlar and the trestle board, 
and what they mean to you as a Freemason and how that can translate to your lives 
in and  outside of Lodge.  All of the allegorical teachings of  Freemasonry, will have 
different meanings to each individual.   However, I will try to relate my interpreta-
tions in hopes that it will cause further insight and reflection for all the individuals 
reading this. 
 
The rough Ashlar relates to the person I was when I first entered a Masonic Lodge as 
a candidate and exited as a Brother, as I advanced in Masonry and with every lodge 
meeting, Study Club and wise counsel from Brother Masons my Ashlar became less 
& less rough-while still far from perfect. 
 

The Perfect Ashlar is the proverbial bullseye which may never be hit, but should be the target of every practi-
tioner of Speculative Masonry, every day chipping away at the burs and imperfections on all of our uneven 
edges, corners, fractures & rough surfaces so that we may become better enabled to serve our fellow humans, 
and pleasing to the eye of our Creator-The Grand Architect of the Universe. 
 
The Trestle-board is the representation of the plans of the lodge set out by the by-laws, edicts, mandates, 
votes, scheduled events, appointments, orders, requests & expressed desires of the leadership (both of  divine 
& Masonic design-Grand Lodge to individual lodge).  We all have the ability to put our marks on the trestle-
board of the life by influence of our daily decisions & at the Masonic level of our participation in lodge 
events, committees, study club,  stated meetings & of course our ability to vote when called upon to do so. 
Here is to 2018 being a year of each of us chipping away at our individual and collective flaws of our rough 
ashlars, aiming for the perfection of a perfect Ashlar, knowing it can not be obtained without well planned & 
harmonious designs on the trestle-board. 
 

Fraternally……….Doug Chartier, SW 
   

ALBERT PIKE LODGE EARNS BONUS MONEY! 

Because of YOUR efforts Brothers, Albert Pike Lodge earned 

a $2,500 bonus from the Kansas Masonic Foundation at the 

2017 Leadership Academy.  Our Lodge earned this for selling 

the second most raffle tickets, as a Lodge, in the state.   

As a reminder, the Kansas Masonic Foundation has purchased 

a car the last couple of years, and allowed the craft to sell raffle 

tickets.  $15, of the $20 raffle ticket, comes back to OUR 

LODGE.  Thank you for doing your part and we believe that 

we can do even better next year; including holding the check 

right side up! 
Left to Right: RW:. Bob Talbott, Monty Loomis, Dr. 

Joe Beck, Chris Collins and W:. Brian Byrd 
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My Brothers: 

It is indeed an honor to pen my first communication from the South. I am sincerely 

appreciative of your confidence in me and thankful for the opportunity to serve our 

Lodge in this capacity. 

I anticipate a most excellent year for Albert Pike No. 303, and I am looking forward 
to doing everything I can to support the Craft.  We are obligated in a good sense, 
and travelling together. How cool is that? 
 
It is both an honor and an obligation to look to the East.  Let’s focus on communica-
tion as we lift up John Gracy as Worshipful Master in 2018.  Please call on me an-
ytime if I might be of assistance.  My cell is (316) 209-5355 and my email is flyret-

ina@yahoo.com  if you don’t yet have those saved to Contacts.  Thank you for being my Brothers. 
 

Fraternally……….Joe Beck, JW 

WORDS FROM THE SOUTH 

FREE COFFEE & DONUTS EVERY TUESDAY 

MORNING AT THE WICHITA SCOTTISH RITE 

ALBERT PIKE ACTIVITIES 

Jan 10th  Stated Communication (Preview of programs & committees)  7:00 PM 

Jan 24th  Stated Communication (Annual Audit Report)    7:00 PM 

Jan 27th  District 28 School of Instruction (required of all officers) NEWTON 9:00 AM 

Feb 14th  Valentine’s Themed Dinner—Bring Your Lady    6:00 PM 

   Stated Communication (OPEN MEETING     7:00 PM 

Feb 28th  Stated Communication & Masonic Education    7:00 PM 

Mar 14th  Stated Communication (Grand Lodge Discussion Topics)   7:00 PM 

Mar 16—17th GRAND LODGE (Topeka)  

   Support RW Bob Talbott as he takes the Grand East  

Mar 28th  Stated Communication (Spring Break Theme)    7:00 PM 

Apr 11th  Stated Communication & Masonic Education    7:00 PM 

Apr 25th  Stated Communication       7:00 PM 

mailto:flyretina@yahoo.com
mailto:flyretina@yahoo.com
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At the opening of our lodge meetings on the Entered Apprentice Degree, we hear the question asked of the 

Senior Warden in the west – “What came you here to do?” and the response is – “To learn to subdue my pas-

sions and improve myself in Masonry.” 

As Freemasons, in order to understand the importance of this question and answer we should look to the Mer-

riam Webster Dictionary which defines “passions” as “strong feelings or emotions including rage, anger, en-

thusiasm or desire as distinguished from reason.” 

To subdue or control our passions as masons we should attempt to have patience and common sense in our 

behavior as we meet the exigencies of life and as we react to the words and actions of others.   Response 

without thoughtful deliberation can be disastrous as mentioned in Proverbs15: 1 ff in the Scriptures.  The les-

sons we learn through our Masonic labors are beneficial in helping us as masons to comply with the guidance 

set out in Proverbs. In this manner we can attempt to avoid wrong decisions in dealing with brother masons 

or with family, social or business matters that might adversely affect our lives.  

Fraternally……….Gillard Cohen (50+ year Member) 

WISDOM FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 

PREPARING FOR A GRAND MASTER 

2018 is going to be an epic year for Albert Pike Lodge.  This year we have the honor of having “one of our 

own” in the Grand East of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons in Kan-

sas.   

RW Robert “Bob” Talbott (Past Master 1999) will be installed in March of this year, in Topeka.  First off, 

we should have attendance like the Grand Lodge has never seen before from Albert Pike.  We need to be 

there to support RW Bob and show him how much we appreciate the many years of service he has given to 

Masonry, but more especially, to Albert Pike Lodge. Let’s shoot for a goal of have 50 Albert Pike Brothers 

there for his installation.  RW:. Bob will be the 7th Grand Master to come out of Albert Pike Lodge, and with 

the quality of Brothers coming in, he certainly will not be the last one from Albert Pike Lodge. 

In addition to supporting RW:. Bob, we will be showing support to W:. Merle 

Talbott (Past Master 2000), who will be appointed as the Grand Chaplain for 

the State of Kansas; W:. Russ Brown (Past Master 2004), who will be Bob’s 

Grand Perseverant; and RW Brian Byrd (Past Master 2015) who will be ap-

pointed as the Grand Marshal. 

Let’s remind all of the Masons in Kansas that not only is Albert Pike Lodge 

the largest, but the most supportive Lodge in the entire State! 
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SECRETARY’ SHOUT OUT 

Greetings Brethren! 2018 already!!! As I start my 7th year as Secretary I continue to 
become prouder and prouder of Albert Pike lodge!  As you know Grand Lodge has 
assessed every member $6.00 to cover un-expected yet necessary expenses and 
needed help to pay the bills.  

While Albert Pike has taken it upon itself to pay this assessment for the member-
ship out of investment earnings on our Memorial account, our brothers have an-
swered the call to help replenish those funds by adding to their dues contributions 
to be applied to the Memorial Fund!  Almost a third of those who have paid their 
2018 dues have chosen to add a gift for the Memorial fund! That one third may not 
seem like much to you but the reason Albert Pike decided to pay the assessment in 
the first place was to alleviate the burden that extra $6.00 could have on many of 

our members! While most of us agree that at our present dues of $82.00, Masonry is a BARGAIN, it is also 
true that Lodge Dues, Scottish Rite, York Rite, Eastern Star, and Shrine dues all come due at pretty much the 
same time.  For some, that could add up to 5, - $600.00 all due at nearly the same time and then that $6.00 
just adds to the burden!  Add to that Christmas buying time and property taxes due December 20th, and I feel 
that over 30% of our members contributing to the Memorial fund is outstanding! And many have contributed 
more than the $6.00 due for the assessment!! 

With that response brethren, I cannot possibly send a thank you to everyone who has contributed and hope 

this message in my “Secretaries Shout Out” will suffice.  Indeed, I am proud to be an Albert Pike Ma-

son.  Did you see that Albert Pike members donated over $5,500.00 to Passageways in 2017?! I wish you all 

could have seen the faces of the Passageways directors present to receive that donation. (There was also AT 

LEAST another $1000.00 worth of merchandise presented along with the Check!- - -my estimation only!)  So 

again to those who were able to share…THANK YOU! And to every member of this great and glorious 

lodge, THANK YOU for making Albert Pike what it truly is…a Lodge with Heart! I pray for every member a 

wonderful, and prosperous 2018!!                                                     Fraternally,  James A. Craig, PM 

WORDS FROM THE EAST (continued from page 1) 

I am proud of everyone who is a part of our sacred band. We often reflect on that old motto, “making good 

men better,” and debate how that is achieved. I don’t believe that its achieved through ritual, through allegory 

or through philosophical or practical teachings. I don’t believe its an active pursuit at all. In my own experi-

ence, I believe this goal is accomplished passively, by spending time in fellowship with the men we call our 

Brothers, and whether we purposefully apply the lessons of our Craft to our own lives or not, that old motto is 

being fulfilled. Each time we get together, those lessons find a little more purchase in my heart, and through 

the constant passing of time, our time together as made me better than I ever would have been otherwise. 

Thank you all again for this incredible honor, and I look forward to a fantastic year of growth, improvement, 
and fellowship in the greatest Brotherhood of Men under the Fatherhood of God. Hope to see you all very 

soon. 

W:. John Gracy 
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ALBERT PIKE IN ACTION 

 

SOME PHOTOS ABOVE WERE CAPTURED FROM MEMBERS’ SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS 

“….Our Lodge is what we make 
it....Everyone, no matter what 
level of involvement in the 
lodge, is valued & appreciated. 
If it weren't so, we wouldn't 
have already invested in you by 
being there for your degrees.” 

~ Bro. John Gracy 

       Usual suspects handling the pies and other desserts.                      W:. Kevin Conn presenting a $5,500 check to Passageways. 

Bro. Doug Chartier named as the 2017 Albert Pike 

Mason of the Year. 

Members are family serving meals at the Venture House 

(Thanksgiving) Project! 
Bros. Monty Loomis and “Red” 

Phillips prepping food. 
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2018 ALBERT PIKE COMMITTEES 

Social; Chair—Doug Chartier; Chris Collins, Rick 
Alamo, Joe Beck, and Garth Bloom 

Charity; Chair—W:. John Gracy; W:. Kevin Conn, 
Chris Collins, and Doug Chartier 

Essay; Chair—Vince Braun; W:. Brian Byrd, Rick 
Alamo, and Joe Beck 

Finance; Chair—W:. Jim Ralston; W:. Russ Brown, 
W:. Sheldon Lawrence,  and W: Warren Rensner 

Masonic Education; Chair—Jason Gilliand; Joe 
Beck, and Vince Braun 

Masonic Foundation; Chair—W:. Warren Rensner; 
W:. Jim Ralston, W:. Brian Byrd, and Chris Collins 

Masonic Home; W:. Jim Ralston; W:. Warren Rens-
ner, W:. Jim Craig, and Joe Beck 

Membership; Chair—Doug Chartier; Chris Collins, 
Preston Gilliand, and Monty Loomis 

Necrology; Chair—W:. Jim Craig; W:. Jim Ralston, 
W:. Scott Kailer, and W:. Kevin Conn 

Past Masters; Chair—W:. Brian Byrd & Mike Ward 

Publicity; Chair—W:. Brian Byrd, W:. Dennis Rob-
erts, W:. Sheldon Lawrence, Chris Collins, and 
Monty Loomis 

Public Schools; Chair—Chris Collins; Garth Bloom, 
Rick Alamo, and Joe Beck 

Ritualistic; Chair—Doug Chartier; Chris Collins, 
Vince Braun, and W:. Jim Craig 

Investigations; Chair—Chris Collins; Monty 
Loomis, Preston Gilliand, and Garth Bloom 

B CARD Practice—Mondays at 6:00 PM 

A CARD & Floor Work Practice—Mondays 7:00—9:00 PM 

Call Jim Craig for more information!! 

STUDY CLUB; COME AND DECIPHER THE CIPHER! 

SPRING BREAK 

THEMED MEETING 

On March 28th, this Stated Meeting will be 

themed!  This is the meeting you should 

come wearing your “Spring Break” attire.  

Shorts and colorful shirts are highly recom-

mended and encour-

aged.  Your Wor-

shipful Master will 

be partaking in the 

festivities as well. 

DISTRICT DEPUTY    

OFFICIAL SPRING VISIT 

On Wednesday, April 25th, our District 

Deputy Grand Master (DDGM) will be in 

for an “official visit”.  What does an offi-

cial visit mean?  Beside the fact that the  

Lodge goes through a mini-audit, the 

DDGM will bring words from the Grand 

Lodge of  Kansas and the Grand 

Master himself. 
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ALBERT PIKE OFFICERS (2017) 
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John Gracy 
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