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Making Good Men Better Since 1895!
GREETINGS FROM THE EAST!

I do hope all who are reading this are having a great day. We do have a few
events planned as of now but are always willing to hear more ideas. It has been an
exciting year so far and I am humbled by all the support that you have all shown
me. It’s always a blessing to have the leaders of days past be willing to give advice,
encouragement and any help they can to the young leaders of today and tomorrow. |
appreciate all the hard work that some of you have been putting in to make our
Lodge one of the best around. We have gone to multiple other lodges to assist in
their making Mason’s in their area. We have had some great out of lodge get-
~ togethers where we have raised some money for the charity this year which is

Passageways.

It has been a fun filled first part of the year and I look forward to the rest of the year being just as
fulfilling. The degree work we have been conducting is made a few good men better by making them Master
Masons and | hope that everyone agrees that we as Albert Pike are do everything in our power to make these
transitions for these men an experience they’ll never forget. We still have a few activities to schedule and
hopefully will have a great turn out. If anyone who reads these has questions or comments on anything | hope
you bring them to our attention because | am trying to bring back the feeling of having everyone be on the
Level. I hope that many of you can still feel the pride in being part of this great Fraternity and are willing to
come back to meetings or degree work to hopefully be a more active participant to these epic events. | know
we all have personal reasons and work that takes a large part of our
WHAT'S INSIDE | timebut if able to make any time to be present at making a brother
a Master Mason is most appreciated by the brothers and the one
Words from the West (2) receiving his degree is always glad to see the smiling faces around
when he is raised. | truly appreciate all of you and hope everything
is well with you and your families. As always if anyone of needs
anything from me or the Lodge please don’t hesitate to ask because
Chaplain’s Wisdom (4) we are always here for you and each other. | hope you all enjoy
Secretary’s Shout Out (5) your summer break and look forward to rest of the year.

Albert Pike in Action (6)

Words from the South (3)
Albert Pike Activities (3)

Respectfully your Brother,

Upcoming GL Events (7)

W, Kevin Conn
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WORDS FROM THE WEST

Here we are, approaching the end of the year at a staggering pace, and what a fan-
tastic year we have had so far. We need to keep this momentum going for these
last few months and finish strong. One of the biggest things that has changed this
year is the way we schedule Degree Work. Many of you are already aware that we
have implemented a dedicated night each month for each degree; however, if you
are unaware of this change, here’s what we did:

The first Monday of every month is scheduled for first degrees. This
gives any newly initiated Entered Apprentices an equal chance to put into practice
what they’ve been studying since receiving their own first degree. This is also on a
night that is a regularly scheduled Study Club night, so they don’t even have to
change their habits or add another night away from family.

Second Degrees are scheduled on the third Tuesday of every month. This gives us a short break in
between, and is on a night that works well for many people. Keep in mind we must consider other Lodges
that also use the Fellowship Hall for their own work.

Finally, Third Degrees are scheduled on the fourth Thursday of each month. Again, working
around everyone’s schedule is key when we picked out these nights. It gives us a little over a week after Sec-
onds to fill the card for Thirds, and here’s where it gets tricky, many times the first Monday of the next month
is not long after the fourth Thursday of the current month. | am very proud of the timeliness of responses to
the Degree Card emails, and | am grateful to those men whom | see regularly week after week.

So those are the big changes to the way we tackle candidates in waiting this year. It has its pros and
cons, but I believe that it is a system that works well. We have had to cancel a few nights because it didn’t
work for our candidates, and we did have to reschedule one for a different night because it conflicted with a
holiday, but it has still worked nonetheless. Even though this change was implemented, it can either stay or
go next year. It doesn’t have to be permanent if you guys feel like there’s a better way to schedule. Just let us
know with some welcome feedback. We are committed to making sure you guys can stay involved, but not
get burned out at the same time.

Remember, having the need for a ton of Degree Work is challenging, but it’s a good problem to have.
We have consistently Raised about 40 new Master Masons a year over the past five or six years. There are
many other Lodges who might Raise one or two. Our success has gained the attention of those smaller
Lodges and Grand Lodge alike. So, you guys keep bringing in new Candidates and we will keep scheduling
the work the best we can. Also keep in mind that when we top line or second line a new Candidate, we are by
default that mans mentor and are critical to his success and further light in Masonry. Therefore, if he is sched-
uled for Degree Work on a particular night, you are strongly encouraged to be in attendance. | realize some-
times we top or second line someone we don’t know very well outside of initial contact and investigation, but
they are still our Brothers and deserve our devotion. Again, | am very proud of everyone’s dedication and |
am grateful for your time volunteered thus far.

Fraternally........ JJohwn Gracy, sSwW
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WORDS FROM THE SOUTH

It is hard to believe that 2017 is over half completed, it has been a busy and produc-
tive year! We have had good weather and attendance at our socials (the rain/storm
cleared in time for the Watermelon social on July 26). The Wingnuts baseball outing
was a success as well, as we raised money and shaved Worshipful Master, Kevin
Conn's mustache in exchange for donations to Passageways Veteran Shelter House

(www.passagewaysltd.org). While | believe the rain/storm did hurt our attendance at

the July Watermelon social slightly, the June Ice Cream Social had in excess of 100

attendees! | want to thank every member and lady who helped make these events fun
and successful! We've had good food and fellowship at our meals prior to our stated meetings as well, and
again thanks to the Brothers, ladies and staff at Kansas Masonic Home for that. Let us continue 2017 with

more Fellowship, Food, Fun and Philanthropy!

Fraternally.......... Doug Chartier, )W

ALBERT PIKE ACTIVITIES

September 13 Dinner (6:00) & Stated Communication (7:00)—Superhero Themed Meeting
September 27 Dinner (6:00) & Stated Communication (7:00)—Masonic Education
October 11 Dinner (6:00) & Stated Communication (7:00)—Mason of the Year Presentation

***This is an open meeting for members, ladies, family, friends and guests***

October 25 Dinner (6:00) & Table Lodge Meeting (7:00)—Halloween Costume Meeting

November 1 Annual Past Masters’ Night (6:00) & Oyster Dinner (After Degree) - RSVP needed
***Pike Past Masters will confer the 2nd Section of the 3rd Degree—A MUST SEE EVENT***

November 8 Dinner (6:00) & Stated Communication (7:00)—Veterans’ Appreciation Meeting

November 22 No Stated Meeting

December 13 Dinner (6:00) & Stated Communication (7:00)—Annual Election of Officers

December 15 Public Installation of Officers (7:00)—Kansas Masonic Home Auditorium o

December 27 No Stated Meeting W
Find uson =
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WISDOM FROM OUR CHAPLAIN

We as Masons are encouraged to request Divine guidance through prayer not only in connection with our
Masonic labors and activities but also with respect to our daily lives and needs as individuals. Prayer helps us
to build a relationship with the Supreme Architect of the Universe. The strengthening of this relationship
helps to change us as we earnestly beseech God’s help in our endeavors.

Prayer is composed of three elements and is based on how one would address and make a request to an
earthly king who had the power to grant or refuse our entreaty:

1) Prayer praises God and alerts us as to whom we are speaking;
2) Prayer includes a statement of our requests; and
3) Prayer includes an expression of thanks for God’s answer concerning our requests.

Of course, we as human beings, would love for our requests to be answered in the affirmative; but we must
realize that granting our requests is not always in our best interest due to both our limited knowledge and un-
derstanding of the complexities and demands of Life.

Hence, we as mere mortals might ask ourselves —- WHAT GOQD is prayer if our prayers aren’t answered in
the way we want or think we deserve? Prayer gives us hope and hope makes it possible for us to face the ups
and downs of Life now and in the future. With hope we have the possibility of change for something better
for ourselves and for mankind. This concept is perhaps well-illustrated in the following publication The FAX
of Life:

| asked for strength, and | asked for love, and

God gave difficulties to make me strong. God gave me troubled people to help.
| asked for wisdom, and | asked for favors, and

God gave me problems to solve. God gave me opportunities

| asked for prosperity, and I received nothing | wanted.

God gave me brawn and brain to work. | received everything I needed.

| asked for courage, and My prayers were answered.

God gave me dangers to overcome.

Fraternally.......... Gillard Cohen (50 year Member)

FREE COFFEE & DONUTS EVERY TUESDAY

MORNING AT THE WICHITASCOTTISH RITE
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SECRETARY' SHOUT OUT

Delmar Thompson, Ryan Graham, Bill Bair, Vincent Braun, Cody Sullivan, Loren
‘Jimmy” King, Trey Cunningham, DevinLee Towmbly, Jason Platter, Calum
Battaglia, Michael Capps, Danny Collins and CJ. Morawitz --- the newest members
of our great Fraternity who have chosen to experience in 2017, the mystery of how
a man can become a better man, to become one who does contribute to the better-
ment of mankind on a grand scale, to know no matter where in the world he may
find himself, there is a brother nearby, to realize that time spent with his brothers is
not wasted time, to be cognizant of the reality that he is just as relevant as everyone
else....not more...not less, a perfect fit, that is what he has found and offers to

share with others.

Dijon Chandler-Phillips, John Phillips, Ronald Coleman, Ismael (Gator) Alvarez, Marvell Sum-
merow, and James Williams, who also this year have testified to the truth of the above statement as they have
chosen, after having experienced in their “home” lodges that truth alluded to above, to associate with Albert
Pike lodge and to extend and share their experiences with us on that same level foundation on which we all
hope to spread that cement of brotherly-love and affection which unites us all into that one sacred band or
society of friends and brothers among whom we, with the aid of the Grand Acrtificer of the Universe can over-
come any obstacles and realize the higher calling we have to live according to the designs recorded in our
spiritual trestle-board, that sacred VVolume of the Law.

THANK YOU! For helping to keep Albert Pike Lodge the greatest, (well OK, one of the greatest)
lodges in existence! It has been said that Masonry is in trouble but if these 19 men are any indication of the
future of Masonry in Kansas, | think we are on the right track!

BRETHREN: A reminder.....sooner than you think, it will be time to pay our dues for 2018!
Grand lodge has raised the Per-Capita tax by $3.00 for next year and Albert Pike dues are tied to the
Per-Capita tax amount so dues will be $85.00 for 2018! Also, Grand Lodge has levied a $6.00 assess-
ment on every Regular Mason.This is a one time only fee to be paid along with the dues making the to-
tal amount $91.00. | just wanted to remind you of this fact so you would not be surprised when you re-
ceive your notices in September or November.

Brethren, The names listed above are those who had been raised and/or admitted as of this writing.
Hopefully there will be more by the time you read these words! DEADLINES!!!! What can | say? Thank you
for continuing to allow me to be “At Your Service” as your Secretary!

Fraternally, James A. Cralg, PM

<= B CARD Practice—Mondays at 6:00 PM
I\‘§ A CARD & Floor Work Practice—Mondays 7:00—9:00 PM

Call Jim Craig for more information!!

Find us on ='L¢
Facebook




Contact us at the lodge office (316) 269-7851 or visit us (@ www.AlbertPike303.0rg 6

‘ ALBERT PIKE IN ACTION

RW: Bob and the kiddos! Father/Son (Collins) are now both members ~ Brauns are father/son members

“....0ur Lodge is what we make it....Everyone, no matter what level of involvement
in the Lodge, is valued & appreciated. If it weren't so, we wouldn't have already
invested in you by being there for your degrees.”

~ Bro. John Gracy (2015)

SOME PHOTOS ABOVE WERE CAPTURED FROM MEMBERS’” SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS ‘
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UPCOMING GRAND LODGE EVENTS

Two great events are coming your way; presented by the

Grand Lodge of Kansas. Be part of something great!

November 4, 2017—Topeka, Kansas
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‘ ALBERT PIKE OFFICERS (2017)
JONN Gracy.......ovvviiii Senior Warden
Doug Chartier.......c.o.ve i e Junior Warden
W:. Warren “Doc” Rensner, PM......cc.ooov e Treasurer
W:. James A Craig, PM.......oi e Secretary
Gillard CoNeN.......oe Chaplain
Dr.Joe BeCK......o i Senior Deacon
' Chris Collins........viii e, Junior Deacon
\ RICK AIAMO......o i e Senior Steward
. Adam Martinez........c..oviiiii i e, Junior Steward
Worshipful Master
] MONEY LOOMIS.... e et et e et e e e e e Tyler
Kevin Conn W JimRalston, PM....ooo e Senior Trustee

Wi Russ Brown, PM.........ooiiiiii el TTUSERE

W:. Sheldon Lawrence, PM........oooiiiii i e Trustee




