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Wow what a great start to the year. As you all know I am not a wordy guy so 

we can keep these short and sweet. I am grateful for all the support thus far 

and look forward to seeing all the brothers for stated meetings, degree work 

and as many other get-togethers as you can make.  

We have quit a few outings planned ,not too mention the scheduled meetings 

on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month. I would love to have as 

many of you show up and take part in the brotherhood of our Lodge. We 

have a great group of guys and are trying really hard to bring it all back to the 

roots of what masonry is for a lot of us; and in my opinion it's simply being present to share in the 

moments with everyone. I encourage everyone reading this to take a step back and ask yourself why 

did I become a mason and what can I do to help the blue lodge become what I thought it was".  

I am totally focused on this lodge and these brothers and will do whatever I can do to make it the best 

it can be, but as I'm sure you're all aware I cannot do it alone. Albert Pike has an air about it that is 

supposed to be welcoming; that's my goal to make it that way.  Again I look forward to seeing you 

all soon to bring back the level. 

I would also like to say congratulations to RW:. Bob Talbott 

on continuing his journey on the Grand Lodge line.  RW:. 

Bob will be the Grand Master 

of Masons in Kansas 2018-19. 

Respectfully your Brother,      

W:. Kevin Conn 

GREETINGS FROM THE EAST!  
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WORDS FROM THE  WEST 

Greetings from the West Brethren. What a great year we have been having so far! 

If you feel like we seem to be working harder than we usually do, I’d say I agree 

with you 100%. Worshipful Kevin has really been working hard this year to get 

us engaged. The degree work this year so far has been spectacular. We have had a 

lot of guys doing the work for our newest brethren who are themselves our newest 

brethren. That is to say, guys who were just raised last year, and even earlier this 

year, are learning parts and staying active, showing up for study club, showing up 

for degrees, really taking an active role in the story of the next group that follows. 

This is a great sign of a positive future. One of the things that plagues Lodges eve-

rywhere is how to keep newly Raised brethren attending and participating. Either 

W:. Kevin is doing something right, or we have just stumbled upon the best group 

of new Masons we’ve seen in many years. I’d argue that it’s the former. If you haven’t been to a degree in a 

while, you need to come out and see what’s happening. It really is the best way to make a lasting impression 

on the next generation of Masons. 

What is it that we are providing for that next generation? We have promised, were even promised our-

selves, that Masonry takes good men and makes them better. Well, I’ve learned over the years that means 

something different to different people. Some believe that its surrounding yourself with the right crowd. 

Some believe its focusing your efforts on a charitable cause. Those people are both right, but for some that’s 

not enough. For some, there are lessons found within the work that means something on a deeper level than 

what’s obvious. If this applies to you, I would be interested in hearing from you. We have started a Masonic 

Book Club to read books related to Masonry and then get together and talk about what the different ideas pre-

sented mean to us. We are getting some great ideas so far, after reading some really deep esoteric work. We 

are supposed to be working on the internal, fitting our bodies as living stones for that spiritual building. Come 

join us as we research, learn, and discover how to apply Masonry’s great allegory to our lives. The best way 

to get the most out of the discussion is to get more people involved. The more points of view in the discus-

sion, the greater the ideas we will find! Hope to see many new faces at the next meeting. Look us up on Face-

book, 303 Masonic Book Club. Come join the discussion and be a part of this educational experiment. 

Finally, thank you to everyone who has been there to perform degree work this year, even those who 

are just on the sidelines. It has made a big impression on the newest brethren to see how many people show 

up to support them. You guys have my deepest gratitude. Thank you also for not being shy about responding 

to the emails regarding the card. You guys are really making that job easier than it could be. Keep up the 

great work! See you all soon. 

 

Fraternally……….John Gracy, SW 
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In this article I wanted to relate how the work we do in Freemasonry relates to "Life's 
Work" and how the teachings in the lodge do translate into our professional & per-
sonal lives. Some of you have heard me say that I believe that Freemasonry is where 
"Free Will" and "Good Will" intersect. We all enter the lodge of our own free will 
and accord, not just upon our first entry, but on every entry there after, in hopes of 
exchanging good will with our brothers whether lodge is open or not.  

Because I believe the 'work' we do in lodge is symbolic of the work we do outside of 
lodge, both in our professional and personal lives, I chose to Google search "Work 
Ethic Article" and I have copied and pasted the following article found in said search, 
but I've substituted the word "employee(s)" with "brother", or "member" and the 
word "workplace" with "lodge" or "craft", etc., see if you see how easily the words 
translate from a work environment to our lodge:  

Integrity  

Integrity stretches to all aspects of a Mason’s job. A brother with integrity fosters trusting relationships with 
prospective members, brethren and officers. Brothers value the ability to give honest feedback. The Lodge 
trust the brother’s advice. Officers rely on the member’s high moral standards, trusting them not to steal from 
the lodge or create problems.  

Sense of Responsibility  

A strong sense of responsibility affects how a member works and the amount of work he does. When the 
brother feels personally responsible for his job performance, he shows up on time, puts in his best effort and 
completes projects to the best of his ability.  

Emphasis on Quality  

Some brothers do only the bare minimum, just enough to keep their job intact. Members with a strong work 
ethic care about the quality of their work. They do their best to produce great work, not merely churn out 
what is needed. The brother's commitment to quality improves the Lodge's overall quality.  

Discipline  

It takes a certain level of commitment to finish your tasks at every stated meeting, degree work, fundraiser or 
social event. A member with good discipline stays focused on his goals and is determined to complete his as-
signments. These brothers show a high level of dedication to the craft, always ensuring they do their part.  

Sense of Teamwork  

Most brothers have to work together to meet a lodge's objectives. A member with a high sense of teamwork 
helps a lodge meet its goals and deliver quality work. These members respect their brethren and help where 
they can, making collaborations go smoother.  

So may it be with Albert Pike Lodge # 303, that we may address our work, both in and out of lodge with In-
tegrity, A Sense of Responsibility, Quality, Discipline and a Sense of Teamwork. 

 

Fraternally……….Doug Chartier, JW 

WORDS FROM THE SOUTH 
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In order for a candidate for the mysteries of Freemasonry to be admitted to our fraternity he must first profess 

his spiritual trust to be in a Supreme Being, the Creator of us all.  Therefore, it is our custom as Masons to 

collectively express our gratitude to the Almighty on the occasion of our participation in various Masonic ac-

tivities, including the opening and closing of lodge meetings, the conferral of degrees, the sharing of meals 

with brother Masons, their families and guests, and the holding of open meetings commemorating a specific 

event. 

In addition to our Masonic prayers, the Scriptures remind us that as individuals we also should personally 

acknowledge and be thankful for God’s influence and guidance in our daily lives. This is illustrated in Psalm 

23 where it is stated “the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want…,” and in Psalm 121 where psalmist says “I 

will lift up mine eyes unto the mountains: from whence shall my help come? My help cometh from the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth…” 

The concept of individual gratitude to our Creator is also poetically stated in an ancient Hebrew prayer: 

“We ever thank thee, who are the Lord our God and the God of our fathers. Thou art the strength of our life 

and our saving shield. In every generation we will thank thee and recount thy praise – for our lives which are 

in thy charge, for our souls which are in they care, for thy miracles which are daily with us, and for they con-

tinual wonders and favors – evening, morning and noon.  Beneficent One, whose mercies never fail, Merciful 

One, whose kindnesses never cease, thou has always been our hope.”  Hence, thoughtful and sincere prayer 

as Masons and individuals helps us to become better members of society. 

Fraternally……….Gillard Cohen (50 year Member) 

WISDOM FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 

ALBERT PIKE ACTIVITIES 

May 10th  Stated Communication (ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE)  7:00 PM 

   Business Casual (at a minimum) is requested 

May  24th  Stated Communication & Masonic Education    7:00 PM 

June 14th  Stated Communication & Masonic Education    7:00 PM 

June 28th  Ice Cream Social (Open to members, ladies and guests)   6:00 PM 

   Sedgwick County Park 

July 12th  Stated Communication & Masonic Education    7:00 PM 

July 26th  Cookout & Watermelon Feed (Open to members, ladies and guests) 6:00 PM 

   Sedgwick County Park 

August   Lodge is customarily dark—keep on eye on the Facebook & Twitter Feeds 
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SECRETARY’ SHOUT OUT 

SUCCESS!!!  On March 2nd 2017, Albert Pike Lodge # 303 has, for the first time 

since the 1997, conferred a “Twelve Fellow Craft Option” second section of the 

third degree! The Cast: W:. Jim Craig- Solomon, King of Israel; Bro:. Chris Col-

lins – Hiram King of Tyre; In the South were Bros:. Loren J King and Trey S Cun-

ningham; Bro:. Gillard Cohen - Secretary; W:. Dale Gibson – Senior deacon; 

Bro:. Preston Gilliand - Junior Deacon/Way-faring Man; W:. Kevin Conn- Sen-

ior Steward; Bro:. Jim Price – Junior Steward; Bro:. Jason Gilliand- South Gate; 

RW:. Brian Byrd - West Gate; Bro:. Chris Collins – East Gate; Temple Work-

men Line Two: Bro:. Coddy Loudermilk, Bro:. Joe Beck, Bro:. Ismael (Gator) 

Alvarez, Bro:. Heath Wittman.  Temple Workmen Line Three: Bro:. Russell Clemons, Bro:. Monty 

Loomis, Bro:. Bill Bair, and Bro:. Vince Braun! 

Other Study club members who were not on this cast but who have diligently been present for practice ses-

sions and are ready to step in due to an absence or natural rotation include B:. Garth Bloom, Bro:. Kyle 

Kelly, Bro:. Curtis Redus, Bro:. John Ross. I am expecting (hoping) New MMs Jimmy King and Trey 

Cunningham will soon be in practice to join us! If I forgot anyone… “Mea Culpa”…sorry! 

Congratulations and thanks to these men who gave of their time to come and practice over and over again 

during study club to make this happen. Our work however, is not done! Now we will begin to practice the full 

form Dramatization of the second section 3rd degree…again I cannot remember the last time Albert Pike pre-

sented this event. 

I am so proud of the brothers of Albert Pike lodge who have committed themselves to attending our stated 

meetings…30 + is normal and our degree work, usually in the 15 to 25 range! And then to commit to this 

achievement! We need to keep our commitment strong as we enter the summer/vacation time of the year.  

We will be having our usual Sedgwick County events in June and July and a host of other events to keep us 

busy in activity and fellowship! By the time you read this we will have already awarded the longevity certifi-

cates and emblem to those who have earned their 25, 50, 60 65, 70 years of service award!  We are so 

blessed! Serving you as your secretary continues to be the best job I have ever had!  

Fraternally,  James A. Craig, PM 

B CARD Practice—Mondays at 6:00 PM 

A CARD & Floor Work Practice—Mondays 7:00—9:00 PM 

Call Jim Craig for more information!! 

STUDY CLUB; COME AND DECIPHER THE CIPHER! 
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ALBERT PIKE IN ACTION 

 

SOME PHOTOS ABOVE WERE CAPTURED FROM MEMBERS’ SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS 

“….Our Lodge is what we make 
it....Everyone, no matter what level of 
involvement in the lodge, is valued & 
appreciated. If it weren't so, we 
wouldn't have already invested in you 
by being there for your degrees.” 

~ Bro. John Gracy (2015) 

        Albert Pike Study Club Officers                        RW:. Byrd receives plaques     W:. Kevin Conn presenting aprons 

                                    (1st QTR 2017)                                     for donations to the KMF  to new Master Masons 

W:. Dave Hendricks and W:. Warren Rensner giving Bro. Jon 

McConnell a plaque for his generous donation to the KMF. 

Several Pike members, and their ladies, enjoying 

an evening out in celebration of Fat Tuesday! 

Caleb Loomis receiving his PPLM 

from his father, Monty. 
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PINK HEALS DONATION & SUPPORT 

Brothers….Your hard work and contributions at work in our community.  The Guardians of the Ribbon, Pink 
Heals—Wichita Area Chapter was able to provide the family with a donation to assist them as they travel to 
begin their son Caleb’s treatment for Lukemia.  
Thank you for making this first of multiple 
donations possible through last years efforts.  
Even though this was a donation through the 
Pink Heals Organization, we were able to rec-
ognize Masonry and Albert Pike Lodge for 
their efforts to make this possible through your 
charitable hears and community involvement.  
You have my deepest and most heart felt grati-
tude as well as Caleb and his family.  It defi-
nitely made all the welts worth it!  Thank you 
Brothers for helping make this possible. 

Respectfully, 

W:. Mike Ward, PM 2016 

ALBERT PIKE MYSTERY PHOTO SOLVED 

For the past couple of months, members have noticed a photo (right) 
in the Lodge office and have been challenged, by our esteemed Secre-
tary to “tell me what this is!”  Many member have researched high 
and low; far and wide, to help determine what this precious relic may 
be; they craft nearly crashed Google searching for the answer.  Guess-
es of a melted snowman, a chocolate chip pancake, a poorly drawn 
smiley face from W:. Russ Brown were all submitted and yet were all 
wrong. 

Bro. Heath Wittman was in the office recently, with his daughter, 
and was still puzzled by this photo.  He threw out several possible an-
swers and then, went for the long shot.  He floated a possibility to W:. 
Craig, and low and behold, he got it correct!  This is a zoomed in photo of an expiring urinal cake.  Although 
it is “a strange photo” it garnered a lot of attention and guesses. 

GRAND LODGE PER CAPITA INCREASE 

At the Grand Lodge session in March, the craft voted (by 2/3 majority) to raise the per capita tax in 2019 
from $24—$27 per year; in 2020 from $27—$30 per year.  This will impact all members that do not have a 
Perpetual Life Membership.  In addition to that, the craft voted (by 2/3 majority) to allow a one-time $6 as-
sessment to ALL members, regardless of Perpetual Life Membership status.   

If you have questions about this, please do not hesitate to reach out to W:. Jim Craig at the Lodge office. 
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FREE COFFEE & DONUTS EVERY TUESDAY 

MORNING AT THE WICHITA SCOTTISH RITE 

WHO AM I? 

I was born on July 18, 1913.  I am best known for my comedy, both on the radio and on television.  I received 
an Emmy in 1952.  

I am famous for being a clown. 

I was an honorary member of the Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus. 

I was raised a Master Mason at Vincennes Lodge No. 1 in Vincennes, Indiana on September 30, 1939. 

I was a member of the Scottish Rite and York Rite bodies; recipient of the General Grand Chapter’s Gold 
Medal for Distinguished Service in the Arts & Sciences.  I was also coroneted as a 33rd Degree Mason by the 
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite in 1969. 

I was a member of the Al Malaikah Shrine Center in Los Angeles, Califor-
nia.  There are MANY famous members of this Shrine Center. 

In 1993 I received the Grand Lodge Award of Gold from the Grand Lodge 
of Indiana. 

I was inducted into the National Radio Hall of Fame in 1994. 

I have two starts on the Hollywood Walk of Fame for my radio and televi-
sion work. 

WHO AM I? 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

On Wednesday, June 28th, members, ladies, 

and guests are highly encouraged to attend 

our annual ice cream social.  For the past 

three years the attendance has continued to 

climb as well as the quality of fellowship! 

ANNUAL COOKOUT  

On Wednesday, July 26, members, ladies, 

and guests are highly encouraged to attend 

our annual cookout and watermelon feed.  

This event is a nice reprieve from the hustle 

and bustle the summer brings. 
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With the announcement of another great year of Albert Pike’s long-term investments performing very well, 

we thought it would be interesting to see how other people around the Lodge are fairing with their invest-

ments.  This article took a snapshot from January 2, 2012 and a snapshot at January 2, 2017 to see how some 

investments are fairing.   

If you invested in Spirit Aerospace (we have a lot of members working for Spirit) stock in 2012, and are still 

holding it, you would show an increase of 178%.  If you were holding Extra Space Storage stock from 2012 

to 2017, you would net an increase of 283%.  However, if you placed a lot of your bets on Gold or Silver 

during that time period, unfortunately, you have not done so well.  Gold has showed a decline of 29% and 

silver a decline in 44%.  What does that mean?  If you invested $1,000 

in Spirit, your stock value (not counting dividends) would be worth 

$1,780; Extra Space stock (not counting dividends) would be worth 

$2,830; Gold only $710 and Silver only $560. 

We are happy to see that our Lodge investments are performing so well; 

having a balanced portfolio is very important.  Great job Trustees!  

Happy, smart, investing! 

HOW ARE OUR MEMBERS INVESTING? 

NEW DISTRICT DEPUTY 

In March, W:. Brian Chestnut was appointed by MW 

Cole Presley to be a District Deputy in Area 5.  Now, 

RW:., Chestnut, will be assigned to several Lodges 

within the area.   

RW:. Chestnut and RW:. Byrd decided to switch 

their home Lodges around, for District Deputy pur-

poses, to allow for a fresh face to carry messages 

from the Grand Lodge.   

Chestnut is a member of Bestor G. Brown Lodge, 

where he was Master in 2014.  He is an active mem-

ber of the Wichita Scottish Rite 

and Midian Shrine Center, 

where he served multiple terms 

as the Parade Marshall.   

RW:. Chestnut is married 

(Becky) and has an infant 

daughter. 

 

2BE1 
ASK1 

Find out more from any Lodge member or go to 

www.AlbertPike.org 
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